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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Fighting the apathy over 
PCC election campaign 


THIS Thursday, May 5, you face a 
challenge. Do you get off your 
backside and hobble down to the 
local polling station, or do you make 
a cup of coffee and settle down to 
watch the latest big TV drama? 

With the best will in the world, 
everything would suggest more of us 
opting for the kettle and telly option. 

Because it seems the police and 
crime commissioner elections - for it 
is they - continue to generate 
excitement only in the homes of the 
candidates and the offices of local 
media outlets which are always 
partial to a bit of democratic Mpk 
muscle flexing. ^ 

The rest of us are left 
stewing in a blend of apathy 
and ignorance; unaware of 
the players and, more 
importantly, unaware of why 
we should be engaging in the 
first place. 

And it’s a valid 
collective shrug¬ 
ging of our 
shoulders. 



Because while democracy is 
something we should always 
cherish, if we’re all being asked to 
take a special trip to cast a vote, that 
election does need to have a pretty 
compelling proposition as the carrot 
on the end of its proverbial stick. 

The jury is not so much out as to 
whether the PCC position has that 
clout, but has long since started 
chatting amongst themselves about 
the EU referendum and forgotten what 
they were there for in the first case. 

But for all the misgivings, we 
should not turn our backs and 
plead ignorance. Because this is 
a role which comes with one 
of the highest profiles in the 
county and if you wish to tut 
and complain in the years to 
come, you need to make an 
effort and have your say now. 
Failure to vote could easily 
usher in someone you 
dread claiming 
power. And then 
you’ll regret 
your error. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Open 'Auditions 


Wednesday 4tli May 




An amateur Youth Musical by kind permission of Josef Weinberger 


Brook Theatre, 5 The Brook, Chatham, ME4 4SE 
5.00pm - 6.00pm 8-12 years old 
6.00pm - 7.00pm 13 - 21 years old 

Saturday 7th May 

Chatham Grammar for Girls, Chatham, ME5 7EH 

2.00pm - 3.30pm 8-12 years old 
3.30ptn - 5.00pm 13-21 years old 

You only need attend one audit ion. 

A Show Fee H Payable IVy All Siu eesslul Applicai 
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EastEnders death: Her 
partner admits killings 



CASE: Sian Blake, left, was found dead in January. Arthur Simpson-Kent, right, appeared in court this week 


By Emily Pennink 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE partner of EastEnders actress 
Sian Blake admits killing her and 
their two children, his lawyer said 
on Friday. 

Hairdresser Arthur Simpson- 
Kent, 48, is charged with murder¬ 
ing his 43-year-old girlfriend and 
their sons Zachary, eight, and 
four-year-old Amon between 
December 12 and December 16 last 
year. 

The victims vanished on 
December 13 and their bodies were 
found buried in the garden of the 
family home in Erith, on January 5. 

The following month, Simpson- 
Kent was arrested at Heathrow 
Airport after agreeing to his 
extradition from Ghana. 

Simpson-Kent appeared via 
video link from Belmarsh prison 
before Mr Justice Singh at the Old 
Bailey on Friday morning. 

Dressed in a red T-shirt and dark 
trousers, the bearded defendant 
spoke only to confirm his name. 

He was to due enter pleas to the 
charges ahead of a provisional trial 
fixed for October 4. 

Despite his lawyers comments, 


which will be made known to the 
jury in the eventual trial, he did 
not enter an official plea during 
Friday’s hearing. 

However, arraignment - when 
the charges are formally put to the 
defendent in court and a plea is 
entered in response - was put off 
and the senior judge set a new 
timetable for the case. 

Defence lawyer Jim Sturman OC 
told the court that his client had 
admitted the killings. 


He said he had no objection to 
the defendant’s position being 
reported. 

The defendant was remanded in 
custody until his next hearing on 
July 29 when he is expected to 
enter pleas. 

Mr Justice Singh confirmed he 
would be the trial judge. 

Ms Blake played Frankie Pierre 
in 56 episodes of EastEnders 
between 1996 and 1997. She was 
suffering from motor neurone 


disease before she died. 

The Metropolitan Police has 
already referred its handling of the 
case over to the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission in addition 
to conducting an internal review. 

The defendent has worked as 
hairdresser for 18 years. The 
website for his mobile hairdressing 
service in London says he has 
worked in film, fashion and 
television over the course of his 
career. 


App owner's Facebook plea 
over Zuckerberg legal threat 


MEP ran up expenses 
bill buying holidays and 
cars...now he’s locked up 


A FORMER Labour MEP has been 
jailed for four years for an expenses 
fraud which saw him spend public 
money on holidays and cars. 

Peter Skinner, 56, who was MEP 
for the south east from 1999 to 2014, 
wrongfully claimed thousands of 
pounds that should have been used 
to cover staff costs. 

Having previously been found 
guilty of one count of fraud, one 
count of false accounting and one 
count of making a false instrument, 
Skinner, of Recreation Avenue, 
Snodland, was sentenced at South¬ 
wark Crown Court on Friday. 

The court heard how officers from 
the Kent and Essex Serious Crime 
Directorate launched an investiga¬ 
tion into Skinner’s activities in 
December 2010 when they became 
aware of a potentially fraudulent 
document relating to consultancy 
work Skinner claimed had been 
provided by his father. 

It was later established that the 
document, which authorised 


payments of £5,000 to his father’s 
business every three months, 
contained false signatures. 

Through further audits of 
Skinner’s personal and office 
accounts, the investigators also 
found numerous examples of Skinner 
spending money intended for staff on 
himself and others. 

Examples including him buying a 
Land Rover Discovery for his ex-wife 
and paying monthly maintenance 
payments as part of his divorce 
settlement, as well as for his 
honeymoon to the United States and 
Hawaii following his second 
marriage. 

Investigating officer Det Sgt 
Adrian Brown said: “Peter Skinner 
served as an MEP for 20 years and 
has badly let down those who 
supported and trusted him through¬ 
out his time in office. 

“He abused his position, diverting 
significant sums of public money 
from legitimate parliamentary use to 
enhance his own lifestyle.” 


A BUSINESSMAN from Tonbridge 
has made a personal plea to 
Facebook owner Mark Zuckerberg 
in the midst of a legal row. 

Popular social media app 
Instagram, which is also owned by 
Mr Zuckerberg, has demanded 
Danny Lucas change the name of his 
innovative mobile app, Littergram. 

The free app invites people to 
share pictures of rubbish and 


OFFICERS investigating reports of 
a drone being used to send mobile 
phones and cannabis into a prison 
have charged two people from 
London. 

Ingrid Edwards, 25, from Charlton, 
has been charged with two counts of 
bringing the prohibited items into 
HMP Swaleside in Eastchurch on 
Sheppey. 

Daniel Lee Kelly, 37, of Grove 


report the location to their council. 

In a video message to the 
Facebook chief Mr Lucas said: 

' ‘Facebook’s unreasonable demand 
we re-brand will kill our momentum 
and put us backto square one. 

‘ ‘Littergram has the potential to 
improve lives, save money and 
create a brand new way of dealing 
with an epidemic that is destroying 
our society globally.’ ’ 


Park, has been charged with the 
same offences. 

The items are alleged to have 
been sent into the prison between 
March 16 and April 25. Both 
appeared at Medway Magistrates’ 
Court on Tuesday. Kelly has been 
remanded in custody to appear at 
Maidstone Crown Court on May 
24. Edwards has been bailed to 
appear on the same day. 


Duo in court charged with 
using drones for jail drops 
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Teenager critical after falling from moving car 


AN appeal has been launched after a teenager from 
Canterbury was left in critical condition in hospital after 
falling from a car in Whitstable. 

Police are investigating the incident which occurred 
just after midnight on Thursday morning, in which a 
black Peugeot 108 car was being driven around the 
Sainsbury’s car park in Reeves Way Chestfield, when 


the 18-year-old fell from the vehicle. 

He sustained serious head injuries and was taken to 
a London hospital, where his condition is currently 
critical but stable. 

The driver, an 18-year-old man also from Canter¬ 
bury, was arrested on suspicion of causing serious inju¬ 
ry by dangerous driving and remains in custody. 


Ukip Thanet leader hits 
back at critics in unpaid 
tax embarrassment 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


UNDER-fire Thanet District Council 
leader Chris Wells has come out 
fighting following revelations earlier 
this week that he was taken to court 
by his own authority after falling be¬ 
hind on tax payments. 

Cllr Wells missed a £257.10 instal¬ 
ment of council tax in April 2015, 
and therefore forfeited his right to 
pay in instalments once he was is¬ 
sued with a final notice in May, just 
at the time he took over as leader. 

He was then required to pay the 
bill for 2015/16 in its entirety - some 
£2,579.10 before £50 for the issue of 
a summons on June 22 was added, 
and another £50 in costs awarded 
after a liability order was granted in 
court on July 14, bringing Cllr Wells’ 
total bill to £2,679.10. 

He paid this in full on November 25. 

However, Cllr Wells told KoS on 
Friday: “A man who owed a £2,600 
debt which was paid within the year 
in question is subject to much press 



PRESSURE: Chris Wells 

attention; the huge improvement 
and achievements of the council he 
runs are thus buried and ignored. 

“This story may be an embarrass¬ 
ing moment for me, but demon¬ 
strates I am willing to be subject to 


exactly the same strictures as ordi¬ 
nary residents in being held to ac¬ 
count, and I am proud of a council 
that behaves in such a manner, 
without fear or favour. 

“My debt is settled. The accumu¬ 
lated and hidden debts of previous 
Labour and Tory administrations 
are settled, at huge expense to coun¬ 
cil tax payers, around £400 per 
household in Thanet.” 

The leader has come under criti¬ 
cism in recent months after the first 
Ukip-led council in the country 
failed to deliver on its pre-election 
promise to re-open Manston Air¬ 
port, leading to a number of defec¬ 
tions and the loss of its majority. 

Conservative shadow leader, Bob 
Bayford said he was “not entirely 
surprised” but denied claims he 
wanted Cllr Wells to resign. 

North Thanet MP Sir Roger Gale 
agreed it was “an embarrassing 
farce” but felt his “continued ob¬ 
struction of the one firm, RiverOak, 
who are continuing to try and take 
things forward at Manston,” was a 
far bigger issue. 



SHORTLIST: Help it life the crown 

Vote Kent Life 
to life award 
for top cover 

OUR sister title Kent Life magazine has 
been shortlisted in the best cover 
category of a national magazine awards. 

And you can help it claim the glory by 
voting for it online. 

Kent Life is a monthly, glossy, lifestyle 
title published by Archant, the same 
company behind this newspaper. 

This week it was confirmed it had 
been shortlisted in the cover of the year 
category of the Periodical Publishers 
Association (PPA) annual awards. 

It faces tough opposition, though, 
lining up alongside major national titles 
such as The Econmist, football favourite 
FourFourTwo, music title the NME, 
gossip magazine Heat and fashion bible 
Harper’s Bazaar. 

It is nominated for its striking cover to 
promote the anniversary of the Magna 
Carta. 

A spokesman for PPA said: “Taking 
place on June 30, this iconic event 
recognises and rewards genuine 
excellence amongst the editors, 
designers, publishing teams, and brands 
that are performing at the very top of 
their game.” 

The winner will be determined by 
public vote. We can vote once a day 
until the closing date. 

To vote, visit http://bit.ly/lVRXdrS. 
Closing date is June 3. 


Don't put strain on 
A&E this bank holiday 

HEALTH chiefs in the county are urging patients 
to prepare for the bank holiday by ensuring they 
have enough medicine to last them. 

GP surgeries and many pharmacies will be 
closed on Monday and the NHS is keen people 
don’t put unnecessary pressure on A&E depart¬ 
ments. 

Dr Bob Bowes, chairman of NHS West Kent 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), said: 

“This can be a peak time for A&E as people seek 
help after gardening accidents, DIY injuries and 
sporting mishaps, or for hay fever, insect bites 
and even sunburn. 

‘ ‘But only the most serious injuries and illnesses 
need to be treated at A&E, so we are urging people 
to be aware of the services available over the bank 
holiday, and to be prepared. If you take regular 
prescribed medicine, please make sure you have 
enough to last until well after the bank holiday.’ ’ 

For medical issues, call 111 for the NHS’s advice 
line. 


Beatles myths burst 
in lecturer's book 

A NORTH Kent College lecturer has written a book 
dispelling myths and unveiling new tales about the 
most famous band in history. 

Neil Nixon, 56, and originally from Carlisle, runs a 
foundation degree in professional writing at the 
college in Dartford and has released an examination 
into the group’s history called The Beatles: Myths and 
Legends. 

He told KoS: ‘ ‘Ironically I’m not the world’s biggest 
Beatles fan, but I’ve always had an interest in the 
obscure 

‘ ‘Some of the tales I’ve uncovered are extraordi¬ 
nary - like the claim that George Harrison was 
actually replaced by an imposter - it’s far-fetched, but 
gloriously far-fetched. 

‘ ‘Anyone that thinks Ringo [Starr] was lucky to be in 
there is misguided - they were lucky to have him. 

‘ ‘Also, George was definitely hugely underrated 
and is comfortably my favourite BeatLe.’ ’ 

The Beatles: Myths and Legends is published by 
Gonzo Multimedia and is available on Amazon now. 


Police net dozens in 
motorist crackdown 

A CRACKDOWN on motorists driving dangerously 
has resulted in arrests and more than 60 offences 
recorded. 

Kent Police joined forces with partner agencies 
including the Kent and Medway Safety Camera 
Partnership and Kent County Council to target speed¬ 
ing drivers and enforce the laws of the road. 

Vehicles were seized and stolen cars were also 
recovered as part of the operation which ran between 
April 18-24. 

In total two people were arrested - one man on 
suspicion of taking a vehicle without consent and 
excessive breath alcohol, and another for failing to 
stop for police - while 10 vehicles were seized for 
having no insurance. 

During the week of action, 64 traffic offence reports 
were generated for offences including speeding, 
using a mobile phone at the wheel and lack of 
insurance. 

Verbal warnings were given 95 times by officers 
and colleagues at the Port of Dover police. 
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School bus pass fares set to 
rise again to £270 for the year 



RISING: Fares of local bus firms Stagecoach and Arriva are on the rise 


By Tom Pyman 

to pn @ 


BUS fares for school children are set to rise in 
Kent yet again, after it was confirmed the cost 
of an annual pass was to leap by a further £20. 

It means a Young Person’s Travel Pass - 
used by most children to get the bus to their 
secondary school - will now cost £270. 

Just six years ago, a Kent Freedom Pass 
cost just £50 and gave unlimited free travel 
for school children seven days a week. 

The sharp price hike comes due to a 
squeeze on Kent County Council budgets 
and the amount it pays to subsidise the fares. 

It has been forced to raise the fee, first to 
£100 then dramatically more than doubling 
in recent years. Plus the use of the pass has 
been dramatically reduced to cover just a 
journey to and from school. 

It means parents will have to dig even 
deeper if their children make the journey to 
school by bus. 

Matthew Balfour, KCC cabinet member for 
environment and transport, said: “Having 
had lengthy discussions with bus operators 
we understand fares will rise by three per 
cent on average. 

“This means, without an increase, it would 
cost the taxpayer over £400,000 a year. 
Budgets right across the council are becom¬ 


ing extremely tough but I believe the pass 
still represents excellent value for money - 
especially compared to the cost of normal 
bus travel and it remains an extremely gen¬ 
erous scheme. 

“The daily cost will rise from £1.31 a day 
to £1.42 a day. With the pass cost at £270, 
the KCC subsidy remains between £200 and 
£230 per pass on average.” 

Cabinet members agreed last year that an 
annual inflationary increase to Young Per¬ 
son’s Travel Pass could be applied to cover 


any additional costs to the scheme. 

To help families spread the price, they 
can split payment into two half-yearly 
passes at £135. 

There would be no change to the scheme 
cost for those on low income, remaining at 
£100 a year and £50 for half a year. 

For families who have more than two 
children, the consecutive passes will re¬ 
main free of charge. 

People can apply for a pass for next year 
by visiting www.kent.gov.uk 


Ferrin funeral to take 
place in Rainham 

THE funeral of former Kent County Council 
deputy leader Keith Ferrin will take place in 
Rainham on May 9. 

The service will take place at 2pm at St 
Margaret’s Church in Rainham. 

Long-serving Conservative councillor Mr 
Ferrin, 70, died last month. 

He had served as deputy under Lord Sandy 
Bruce-Lockhart’s leadership. 


Cottrell cuts ribbon 
at Yalding Gardens 

YALDING Gardens reopened this week, five 
years after they shut. 

The venue, previous known as Yalding Organic 
Gardens, will be open to the public on certain 
days as well as for weddings and events. 

It was officially unveiled by Visit Kent’s Amanda 
Cottrell on Wednesday. 


Sheep-killer hunt on 

POLICE are trying to trace the owner of a dog 
after three sheep were mauled to death at a farm 
near Hythe on Tuesday morning. 

The black Labrador, which had a red collar, was 
loose in a farmer’s field in Stone Street, Lympne, at 
9.15am. 

Kent Police is warning dog owners that it is an 
offence to allow a dog to worry sheep 
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HGVs on slip roads despite 
space in county’s lorry parks 


Deal signed for garden 
city housing developers 



room in the county’s lorry parks. 

Superintendent Ian Hall said: 
“The message we have had back 
from lorry drivers is the current 
facilities are not able to cope and 
are always at capacity. 


“Yet just last week while we 
moving lorries on from parking 
illegally and unsafely on the road 
network, our officers visited these 
lorry parks and found some were 
only half full.” 


A MAJOR real estate investor has 
agreed a multi-million pound 
deal to buy a large chunk of the 
land earmarked for the Ebbsfleet 
Garden City development. 

Residential infrastructure 
and placemaking firm, Henley 
Camland, part of the Henley 
private equity group, has 
agreed terms for a significant 
portion of Eastern Quarry in 
Ebbsfleet from Land Securities. 

An integral part of the garden 
city plans, Eastern Quarry has 
outline planning permission for 
up to 6,250 residential units and 
is comprised of three main 
Villages’ situated across 500 
acres of former quarry land. 

Following completion of all 
placemaking and serviced land 
works, Eastern Quarry is 
anticipated to have a projected 
sale value for all residential 


units of around £1.5 billion. 

Henley Camland has acquired 
the two additional villages at 
Eastern Quarry, which have 
capacity for a further 4,700 
homes. The sale will complete 
when minor improving 
amendments to the existing 
planning consent are achieved. 

In addition to developing the 
balance Camland will continue 
to provide the placemaking and 
infrastructure delivery support 
to Land Securities at Castle Hill, 
in the advisory role they have 
had since 2012. 

The high profile Eastern 
Quarry scheme, which was 
identified by chancellor George 
Osborne in 2014, forms an 
important part of the govern¬ 
ment’s aim to increase house¬ 
building and combat the UK’s 
housing crisis. 


MORE than 500 lorries have been 
hit with fines, been moved on or 
immobilised as part of a police-led 
major crackdown across the county. 

Between February 6 and April 
26, unsafe and illegally parked 
HGVs were targeted in locations 
including the M20 at junctions 
eight, 11 and 13, the A20 at 
Capel-le-Ferne, the M2 Farthing 
Corner and the A2 near Cobham 
and Canterbury. 

A total of 545 lorries were 
affected in the operation by Kent 
Police and Highways England. 

In less than three months, a total 
of 494 lorries were moved on for 
parking on the hard shoulder or 
motorway slip roads in Kent, alone. 

Police say the irresponsible 
parking by long-distance vehicles 
has continued despite there being 


Get a will for Demelza 

SOLICITORS across the county are giving up 
their time for free in support of Demelza 
Hospice Care for Children’s Will Writing week. 

The charity initiative, which this year runs 
from May 23 to 27, offers people the chance 
to draw up a will in return for a donation to 
the Bobbing-based charity 


Illegal pup trade growing 

A LITTER of tiny Pomeranian puppies 
smuggled into the UK from eastern Europe 
in the back of a van are being rehomed after 
being handed to the Dogs Trust Canterbury 
It says they’re the latest in an increasing 
illegal designer dog trade. Since December, 
it has handled 150 illegally imported pups. 


Aled Jones' castle date 

ALED Jones has been confirmed as the 
narrator for the Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert on July 9. 

Organisers say they are ‘thrilled’ the 
performer, TV and radio presenter, will be 
appearing at an event traditionally one of the 
highlights of the county’s cultural calendar. 


Vicious teen is jailed 

A TEENAGER has been jailed after he 
admitted tying up his victims before stealing 
thousands of pounds worth of their belong¬ 
ings during an aggravated burglary in 
Dartford. 

Jordan Holt, 17, was jailed for five years, 
four months at Maidstone Crown Court. 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 

MEMBER OF 

* 


Il« Law Society dEJrll 

www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 



Bridge Haven 

Care Home 


avante) 

care & support 

‘Everyone TYlatters’ 


“Living in the village / visit my husband daily at Bridge 
Haven and see the care and hard work of all the staff.” 

Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those 
living with dementia. The team of attentive, experienced and skilled 
staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, homely environment. Services 
provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, day care 
and short term respite care known as the homes 'My Time’ service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many 
bedrooms having en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of 
well-being. Facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents 
to enjoy and socialise and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the 

two attractively laid gardens. 

V. 01227 831607 S enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 

Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX @ avantecare.org.uk 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Election probe extension 

Latest on Tory spend in South Thanet 

2. Hawkins crashes out 

Snooker star’s rollercoaster of a week 

3. Blackman murder hunt 


Can you help find ‘person of interest’ 


The Essential Guide: 

TT 

*’■ Police 



to this week's PCC vote 


See http://bit.ly/lVWKXq5 



Top Three Blogs 


1. Perils of gambling 

‘I considered having my arms chopped off’ 

2. Farewell to Prince 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: The county celebrated St George’s Day in style last week 
as crowds took to the streets to celebrate our patron saint. Gravesend was particularly colourful 
and you can see more images inside this weekend’s paper... 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 


www. KentNe ws .co.uk 

DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Fan’s emotional pain at loss of superstar 

3. Hold that door! 

Joys, or otherwise, of door etiquette 


Online Poll: Vote now 
at KentNews.co.uk 

How will England perform 
in Euro 2016? 

] Winners 
|£J Knock-out stages 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Group stage 


I don’t care 


BRITELITE'S AMAZING SPRING OFFERS 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN JUNE 2017 

with the Britelite Home Improvement Plan 



★★★★★ 

Cheflfca trader 


We are very proud of our 9.55 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER from £199pp* 


Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a 
half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

15th May 16 £250 £480 

18th Jul 16 £265 £505 

V___ 



^EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp* 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne 



on a half board basis in 2016. 



Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

TO. -J 1 


4th Sept 16 £260 £490 

J 


V 


J 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS from £425pp* 




15th July 16 

4 

£425 

£645 

8th Aug 16 

5 

£510 

£845 

6th Sep 16 

4 

£480 

£795 



Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 

12th May 16 4 80L05OUT 

9th Jun 16 8 £480 £785 


TORQUAY TORNADO from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 

V___ J 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 



MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 




Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


[ travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Airport Connections 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 
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Stru g g ling hospital shows signs 
of life but remains on critical list 


The latest examination of care at Gillingham’s Medway Maritime Hospital, which has been in special 
measures since 2013, demonstrate it’s getting better, but will remain in intensive care for six months... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


M EDWAY Maritime 
Hospital is showing 
considerable signs of 
improvement, but re¬ 
mains in special meas¬ 
ures and under pressure from health 
watchdogs, according to a new 
assessment. 

The hospital was put into special 
measures by Monitor, the Depart¬ 
ment of Health’s hospital trust regu¬ 
lator, in July 2013, and despite at¬ 
tempts to address its failings, a year 
later following a full inspection, the 
chief inspector of hospitals, Sir Mike 
Richards, recommended that Med¬ 
way remain in special measures. 

In January 2016, the latest inspec¬ 
tion by the Care Quality Commission 
(COC) - the independent regulator for 
care services - revealed the Gilling¬ 
ham hospital was still struggling 
with a number of key issues, with its 
A&E department “not able to cope” 
and long waiting times to see doctors. 

More worryingly, it said in some ar¬ 
eas performance has “deteriorated” 
despite cross-agency support. 

It described the trust’s state of 
health as “extremely concerning” 
and also reported that even senior fig¬ 
ures had felt “bullied”. 

Now though, Sir Mike has pub¬ 
lished a letter to the health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt, setting out his latest as¬ 
sessment of the Medway NHS Foun¬ 
dation Trust, which manages the 
hospital, based on fieldwork carried 
out by the COC at the end of last 
month. 

It found that the hospital was safer 
for patients, leadership had improved 
and that staff engagement among 
senior and middle managers had im¬ 
proved, although low staffing levels 
are impacting on the morale of front¬ 
line staff. 

Despite the positives, however, Sir 
Mike recommends it remains in spe¬ 
cial measures alongside the support 
of Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust in London for another six 
months. 

Sir Mike said: “On the basis of the 
review process and inspection I 
would commend the trust for the 
progress it has made in developing 
and starting to implement a clear 
plan of action to improve the safety of 
patients. 

“The leadership of the trust is now 
functioning effectively, and is build¬ 
ing the engagement within the or¬ 
ganisation that is essential for the de¬ 
livery of the change programme. 

“Key performance indicators have, 
however, yet to move towards target, 
and both staffing levels and the hospi¬ 
tal estate environment remain a ma¬ 
jor risk to the delivery of the change 
programme. 

“We will plan to re-inspect in six 
months’ time. 

“However, should we observe any 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



TROUBLED : The hospital has seen major changes in order to turn its fortunes around 


deterioration in performance on pa¬ 
tient safety or experience via our 
monitoring, we will of course consid¬ 
er an earlier intervention and take 
any further regulatory action as 
required.” 

Lesley Dwyer, chief executive of the 
trust and recruited on a salary of 
£225,000 last year in a bid to help 
steer it out of troubled waters, said 
she was ‘sorry’ in January when the 
trust was again placed in special 
measures but has hailed the recent 
improvement found by the COC. 

She said: “Our ambition is to pro¬ 
vide the best possible care to the peo¬ 
ple of Kent and Medway, and we know 
we still have a long way to go before 
we achieve that. 

“Although we will remain in spe¬ 
cial measures, I am very pleased that 
the COC has recognised that we have 
made significant improvements over 
the last few months. 

“This is a tribute to the hard work 
our staff have put in to understand 
what wasn’t working, and make 
changes to benefit our patients. 

“Since the COC were here last sum¬ 
mer, we have made the hospital safer, 
cleaner and more responsive to the 
needs of patients. 

“Patients are now seen quicker 
when they arrive at the emergency 
department, see fewer different doc¬ 
tors, and are discharged to the com¬ 
fort of their own homes quicker. 

“But we recognise that there is con¬ 
siderably more to do. We are acutely 
conscious that we need to address 
staffing levels and recruit more per¬ 
manent colleagues to reduce our de¬ 
pendency on agency staff. 


“Having tackled many of the safety 
and quality issues in the trust, we 
also need to turn our attention to 
making the trust as efficient as 
possible. 

“So we will continue to work tire¬ 
lessly over the next few months to 
make improvements and ensure we 


HOSPITAL chiefs across the 
county said they coped well 
during this week’s industrial 
action by junior doctors, with no 
serious problems reported. 

Consultants and other senior- 
grade clinical staff were available 
to provide cover during the 
strikes on Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day, allowing emergency care to 
remain available. 

Contingency plans were put in 
place by hospitals to refer 
patients to GPs, pharmacists and 
other NHS professionals where 
appropriate. 

But it did cause problems for 
those booked in for operations or 
appointments, with hundreds 
across the county having to be 
rescheduled. 

Dartford and Gravesham NHS 
Trust, which runs Darent Valley 
Hospital in Dartford, cancelled 60 
outpatient appointments, while 
the Medway NHS Foundation 
Trust, responsible for Medway 
Maritime, rescheduled 800 
outpatient appointments and 30 
non-emergency surgical appoint- 


provide the service that the people of 
Kent and Medway deserve.” 

Gillingham and Rainham MP Reh- 
man Chishti added: “We know that 
the issues at Medway hospital are 
deep and historic and it has taken 
time to change things around. 

“The letter published today by the 


ments. Maidstone and Tunbridge 
Wells Trust postponed 109 
non-emergency operations. 

East Kent Hospitals University 
Foundation Trust, which runs the 
Kent and Canterbury, William 
Harvey and QEQM j n Margate 
said 81 operations were can¬ 
celled along with 1,600 outpatient 
appointments. 

Margaret Dalziel, director of 
clinical operations at Medway NHS 
Foundation Trust, said: “Our early 
contingency planning with 
commissioners and local health¬ 
care partners certainly helped in 
terms of preparing the hospital for 
the latest round of industrial action. 

“While the absence of our junior 
doctors presented us with obvious 
operational challenges, we still 
managed to provide a safe and 
sustained level of care to patients. 

“We are fortunate in that we 
could call on the invaluable skills 
and experience of our medical 
consultants and senior nursing 
staff. It was a great team effort all 
round.” 

Junior doctors carried out the 


COC demonstrates that real progress 
is being made. 

Thanks to the hard work of all the 
staff and a new leadership team, the 
hospital has a clear plan of action and 
a focus on improvements, which will 
hopefully see it come out of special 
measures in due course.” 


strikes in response to health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt’s an¬ 
nouncement that he would 
impose a new contract following a 
long-running dispute over its 
terms between the government 
and the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion (BMA). 

The latest round of industrial 
action saw emergency care 
withdrawn by junior doctors for 
the first time. 

Johann Malawana, BMA junior 
doctor committee chairman, said 
the level of support junior doctors 
received from patients, col¬ 
leagues and the public during the 
industrial action had been 
‘overwhelming’. 

“There is an understanding that 
junior doctors have taken this 
action as a last resort and in the 
interest of long-term patient 
care,” he added. 

“It is a testament to the hard 
work of senior doctors and other 
NHS staff, and the excellent 
planning by trusts, that the NHS 
has coped well during this 
action.” 


HOSPITALS 9 CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH DURING STRIKE 
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Benedict’s back with an historic 
drama filmed at county mansion 

Tom Pyman looks at the return of the Sherlock star to our screens in historical drama The Hollow 
Crown: The Wars of the Roses, which was filmed at the historic Penshurst Place near Tonbridge... 


S HERLOCK star Benedict 
Cumberbatch will be back 
on our screens next month, 
performing in a BBC histori¬ 
cal drama filmed at Ton¬ 
bridge’s Penshurst Place. 

The Hollow Crown: The Wars of the 
Roses tells the story of Richard III, 
played by Mr Cumberbatch, and is 
airing during the commemorations 
to mark the 400th anniversary of 
William Shakespeare’s death. 

The latest instalment in the BBC’s 
acclaimed series featuring adapta¬ 
tions of Shakespeare’s history plays, 
the first episode airs next weekend, 
and its celebrated British cast also in¬ 
cludes Dame Judi Dench, Hugh Bon¬ 
neville and Sophie Okonedo. 

Filming took place at Penshurst 
Place over three days, on December 8, 
2014 and on and January 5 and 6, 
2015, and while bosses at the historic 
building admitted their time with the 
stars was minimal, it represented a 
real boost for the profile of the place. 

General manager Ben Thomas told 
KoS: “It was what they called a closed 
set so it was all very secretive. 

“The actors were chauffeured in 
and out between scenes so we’re 
asked not to take any kind of photos 
or anything like that. 

“I think that’s why film crews tend 
to come back again and again be¬ 
cause they know we’re discrete, we 
don’t like to impose ourselves on 
them and are respectful of the way 
they want to operate. 

“It’s a remarkably long process - we 
were first contacted by the location 
agent in June 2014, so it’s nearly two 
years between that first contact and 
the episode being shown. 

“There were then a series of visits 
over the subsequent six months or so, 
and each time they brought bigger 
teams to assess the place - they’re 
very thorough and rigorous. 

“At one stage there will have been 
30 to 40 designers as well as dozens of 
costume and lighting engineers - they 
bring coaches full of people, it’s huge. 

“Off the back of filming we have of¬ 
ten seen an increase in visits so it’s a 
really effective way of raising our 
profile.” 

The Inner Courtyard of Penshurst 
Place will depict an exterior view of 
the Palace of Westminster, while the 
Baron’s Hall acts as the Throne Room 
in the French Palace and the corridor 
where Queen Margaret is seen to 
pace. 

Additional exterior scenes were 
shot in the courtyard and the turning 
circle at the end of the private drive, 
as well as in the Grade I listed 
parklands. 

Richard III, the last of the Planta- 
genet dynasty, was King of England 
from 1483 until his death at the Bat¬ 
tle of Bosworth in 1485. 

In 2012, his remains were found 
under a car park in Leicester and he 
was reburied in Leicester Cathedral. 
12 Week ending May 1,2016 


During the ceremony a poem was 
read by Mr Cumberbatch, who not 
only plays Richard III in the new se¬ 
ries but who has also been discovered 
to have been distantly related to the 
monarch. 

“Penshurst Place was a natural 
choice for The Hollow Crown as it has 
so many links with both Richard III 
and William Shakespeare,” Mr Tho¬ 
mas added. 

“The house was already over 100 
years old when Richard III owned it, 
and many of the architectural and 
historical details are exactly they 
would have been back then. 

“When we walk through the Bar¬ 
on’s Hall now, we see what Richard 
III, Henry VIII and so many other 
great historical names would have 
seen when they walked through it 
centuries ago. 

“The fact that Penshurst Place is 
privately owned also means the film 
crews have much more flexibility, 
giving the actors the full benefit of the 
location’s breath-taking, almost tan¬ 
gible sense of history.” 

Built in 1341 by the first mayor of 
London, Penshurst Place has been 
home to kings and noblemen 
throughout history. 

It was once owned by Richard III so 
he would have been familiar with the 
rooms and gardens where filming for 
The Hollow Crown took place. 

It later became the hunting lodge of 
Henry VIII, whose father Henry VII 
defeated Richard III at the Battle of 
Bosworth. 

It has been the home of the Sidney 
family since it was gifted to Sir Wil¬ 
liam Sidney by Henry VIII’s son, Ed¬ 
ward VI, in 1552. 

Penshurst Place has strong con¬ 
nections with Shakespeare as well, as 
the awe-inspiring medieval Baron’s 
Hall is believed to have been the in¬ 
spiration for the stage design at The 
Globe Theatre. 

It was used as one of the filming lo¬ 
cations for Henry V, part of the origi¬ 
nal Hollow Crown series in 2012. 

In 2014, actors from The Globe 
Theatre came to Penshurst Place to 
perform Love’s Victory - the first orig¬ 
inal dramatic comedy written by a 
woman - in the Baron’s Hall. 

The play was written at Penshurst 
Place in 1620 by the niece of Sir Philip 
Sidney, Lady Mary Wroth, who knew 
Shakespeare personally and watched 
him perform in his own plays. 

Thanks in part to its rich history, 
the house and gardens at Penshurst 
Place have featured in many historic 
drama series and films, including 
Wolf Hall, Armada: 12 Days to Save 
England, The Great Fire and The Oth¬ 
er Boleyn Girl. 

It could also have featured in many 
more, but as Mr Thomas explains, the 
rigorous nature of the selection proc¬ 
ess for filming locations means crews 
often change their minds. 

“After you’re first contacted by the 


BACK: Benedict Cumberbatch appears in the drama which starts on BBC Two next weekend 


agent, probably only ten per cent lead 
to concrete interest and then another 
ten per cent of that actually goes to 
full filming. 

“Even though they’d filmed Hollow 
Crown here before in 2012, they 
weren’t any less thorough the second 
time around. 

“Perhaps the most notable example 
of something coming close but falling 
through was Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. 

“They came and had a good look 
round and were very keen, but eventu¬ 
ally decided to go elsewhere. However, 
they actually came back for a creaking 
floorboard of ours that they liked, 
which I think featured in the film so 
we’ve got a bit of fame in that respect.” 

■ The Hollow Crown: The Wars of 
the Roses airs on BBC Two on Satur¬ 
day, May 7. 

East 


LOCATION: Crews filmed at Penshurst Place 
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Established 1981 


Over 60.000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1 ,890 i„c&T 

WINDOWS 

7 


15 % 


A OFF All 

*\ Conservatories 
\ & Orangeries 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 
the 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364fi® 

WINDOWS 


£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Energy Window 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
17th 
May 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


HBEEagJB wsmM 

Open 6 days a week I 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom !ls 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 6( 
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Promoted by Teresa Murray on behalf of Tris Osborne for Kent PCC. All at 73 Maidstone Road, Rochester, Kent. ME1 1RL 


NO BACKDOOR PRIVATISATION 

BETTER NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING 

SPECIAL CONSTABLES DOUBLED 

COMBAT ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

PROTECT POLICE NUMBERS 


TRiSO$BORNEB& 



^Labour 




NCS is a four-week programme for 16-17 year olds. It costs no 
more than £50 and teaches them lessons they can't learn in class. 
To find out more about the summer programme visit 

www.ncscxk.co.uk/near-me • 01233 600666 


NCSCXK 


@NCSCXK 


NCSYES 


@NCSYES 


Growers feel 
the heat amid 
fears over this 
year’s workers 

The influx of foreign fruit pickers is set to get 
under way again over the coming weeks, but 
farmers say they are now struggling to recruit as 
misconceptions over pay and suitability for the 
job leaves them facing a worrying dilemma... 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


and border control has changed. 

“A lot of Bulgarians and Romanians have 
come in to work on farms, people from coun¬ 
tries in eastern Europe tend to be more used to 
agricultural work and you can earn a good 
living, you can earn a lot more than you’d 
perhaps think working on farms if you’re good 
at it. 

“There were about 22,000 workers we could 
bring into farms on this scheme and they 
would come here on Home Office permits le¬ 
gally and above board and then go home when 
their work was finished at the end of the 


season. 

“So now we’re looking to pull in workers 
from possibly outside of Europe, anywhere 
where people would like to come here, work 
for a short amount of time on the permit and 
then go home again. 

“Because as people’s own economies get bet¬ 
ter, they tend to go home, that’s what hap¬ 
pened with Poland, for example. 

“We are worried about where the fruit pick¬ 
ers are going to come from in the future, 
equally we’re looking at greater 
mechanisation. 

“We know that has to be the way forward 
because you can’t always expect to have a pool 
of affordable labour.” 

Businesses employing a higher number of sea¬ 
sonal workers experienced more problems, with 
the labour-intensive fruit sector being most af- 


A GRICULTURAL experts in Kent 
fear for the future of the industry 
due to the increasing difficulty of 
recruiting seasonal workers. 
Farmers and growers in the 
county employ more than 13,500 people 
across 9,562 hectares of Kent farmland pro¬ 
ducing fruit like apples, pears, berries and 
cherries. 

But changes to regulations, an evolving 
workforce and an often uninterested local 
population, is making the county’s most fa¬ 
mous crops more of a challenge than ever. 

Producers say they are facing a growing 
struggle to find fruit pickers in particular, as 
they battle against negative preconceptions of 
the work being poorly paid. 

That, they say, is a popular misconception 
and that the opportunities are endless for 
workers willing to venture down that path. 

Isobel Bretherton, of the National Farmers’ 
Union (NFU) in the south east, explained how 
changing legislation is causing real headaches 
for farmers. 

She told KoS: “We had the Seasonal Agricul¬ 
tural Workers Scheme (SAWS) [which allowed 
for recruiting eastern European workers on 
six-month contracts] but that was abolished 
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HARVEST: The cherry and apple crops are not only historic to the county but also a major plank in Kent’s economy 


fected with a survey revealing some 43 per cent of 
employers experienced problems last year. 


The NFU estimates that a further 40,819 sea¬ 
sonal workers are needed every year in England 


to help grow, harvest and pack the produce. 

To tackle this, it is calling on the government 


to consider the introduction of a new student 
workers scheme open to agricultural students 
from all over the world to undertake seasonal 
harvest work. 

NFU president Meurig Raymond said: “Har¬ 
vest seasons with insufficient seasonal labour 
lead to British crops remaining unpicked, busi¬ 
nesses facing massive losses and retailers being 
forced to fill shelves with imported produce. 

“Putting a new student scheme in place will 
attract young people who will bring skills that 
can help increase productivity in the UK. 

“This will help avoid labour shortages and the 
potential consequences of higher food prices, 
increased imports and loss of full time jobs that 
seasonal work supports. 

“When SAWS ended, the NFU predicted it 
would lead to shortages in seasonal labour in 
horticulture as migrant workers move into oth¬ 
er sectors of the economy. 

“Our concerns were supported by the find¬ 
ings of the migration advisory committee. 

“These results show that, just two years after 
the removal of SAWS, growers are already expe¬ 
riencing major problems securing their supply 
of seasonal workers.” 

Clearly, the government is listening to these 
concerns, as Maidstone MP Helen Grant 
explained. 

“A toxic combination of unique and extreme 
packaging costs required by UK supermarkets, 
together with UK pesticide regulations, massive 
escalation in the cost of seasonal workers, sys¬ 
temic problems with the new online ‘basic pay¬ 
ment system’ and difficult barriers to export 
markets are all conspiring to prevent our farm¬ 
ers from making a fair and reasonable profit - if 
at all,” she said. 

“These businesses are the beating heart of ru¬ 
ral communities in my constituency. 

“I will not stand by and see them face ruin 
when they are very good and viable commercial 
entities being thwarted by nonsense.” 

Fruit grower Clive Baxter, of Westerhill Farm, 

Continued on page 16 



OPEN BANK 
HOLIDAY MONDAY 


Yeoman "biennc 
2 Seater Sofa & Cl 
Usual price £175 

(WAS £699) 


n “B/oomsbur 
^PPed&L/nk 
•Setfinc/udinc 
eacfboard). ' 
A S £2499) 

^ £2399 


£100,000 STOCK 

CLEARANCE 


^ ‘Nimbus” 
•P/ay Unit. 

Price £7 7 4g 

£ 899 ) 

IT £699 


All offers are one-offs and sold as ex-showroom display 
models on a first come first served basis. Pictures are for 
illustrative purposes only and colours may vary. 


Nasons 


Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 
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Continued on page 16 

near Maidstone, added: “The NFU and the in¬ 
dustry has had various meetings with the De¬ 
partment for Environment, Food & Rural Af¬ 
fairs (Defra) to highlight issues and problems 
within the industry. 

“We are very pleased to see Helen Grant’s 
involvement. There has been a lot of listening to 
date but we’re hoping we’ll see more in the way 
of actions and solutions from Defra. 

“It is actions that we now need because our 
industry is suffering at the moment.” 

The NFU hopes its student scheme will attract 
young people into the industry, who’ll bring in¬ 
novation, energy and skills that will help in¬ 
crease productivity on UK farms. 

Pat Crawford, of Hadlow College, which is fo¬ 
cused on developing the next generation of land 
managers, said: “It would be nice to encourage 
more young people into seasonal work. 

“When I was at university I worked on a farm 
every single holiday but that’s died a bit. 

“The simple fact is that the Kent fruit industry 
would collapse without these seasonal workers 
because English people aren’t attracted to it. 

“It may appear that the wages are low but 
that’s just not the case, you can earn a lot of 
money and it’s just a lack of awareness. 

“I know of a Portugese guy who came over as 
a picker, worked at the same farm for about 15 
years, but he’s now middle-management, earn¬ 
ing £70,000 a year, with a house and a car.” 

Rural housing enabler Tessa O’Sullivan 
agreed that prospective English workers are 
perhaps not aware of the opportunities availa¬ 
ble: “People don’t realise how much they might 
earn. 

“I know someone who picks apples and she 
funded a trip to New Zealand from seasonal 
work because she’s so quick and efficient. 

“Maybe if people knew that if you worked 
hard and were good at it, you can make a really 
good living out of it.” 

John Guest, blogger and former apple grower, 
said the entire recruitment process is changing. 

“I know of one recruitment firm run by a 


young couple - she’s Romanian, he’s Austral¬ 
ian,” he told KoS. 

“They have recognised the young people from 
these eastern European areas are changing be¬ 
cause they’ve got higher expectations. 

“The ones that came here were well-educated 
and easy to train because they want a better 
job. 

“Now there are training modules in picking 
strawberries to determine their dexterity, so 
that when they have to be there they can turn 
round and say ‘this guy’s not fit to be a straw¬ 
berry picker, but he can do this, this and this’. 

“They’ve got a much more targeted recruit¬ 


ment process and they’ll only accept up to about 
35 per cent of those they screen in those coun¬ 
tries, and that’s the way it’s got to go because 
there’s no doubt with higher wages, you need 
people who can do the job. 

“Growers want people who will come without 
any risks.” 

Farmers insist they are also keen to combat 
other misconceptions about the way they 
operate. 

“There’s this misconception that farmers are 
very destructive as far as the environment is 
concerned, but actually they make huge invest¬ 
ment in farming and sustainability,” Ms Craw¬ 


ford added. “You could go to any farm in Kent 
and see these sustainable measures being put 
into operation.” 

Chris Atkinson, professor of sustainable agri¬ 
culture and climate change at the University of 
Greenwich’s Medway campus, said: “As a result 
of growing pressure from the government and 
the EU, there is now a great push to do things 
sustainably. 

“So it’s not just a question of growing things 
that are cheaper or seen to be more efficient, 
they have to be grown in a sustainable way and 
the UK is trying very much to lead in that area. 

“But that’s a constraint in many respects be¬ 
cause it may well mean the food doesn’t end up 
being cheaper but food will be grown so that we 
can maintain the rural landscape. 

“Some of the things we might want to do 
don’t match up with maintaining a rural envi¬ 
ronment which people can live in and play in. 

“It’s not just about making money for yourself 
on your own farm, you need to look at what you 
do on a wider scale for the UK. 

“Agriculture doesn’t work in quantum leaps, 
there are constantly small changes. 

“If you go back five, ten, 20 years you will see 
different crops, different ways of doing things, 
and that’s part of that adaptation process and 
the research people like myself do. 

“We spray far less today because we use tar¬ 
geted predators to deal with pests. 

“Finding something that you can grow in an 
orchard that will actually predate on a pest, so if 
you can encourage the right kind of habitat for 
ladybird lavae, for example, they will keep your 
fruit trees free from aphids. 

“There are lots of other things you can do 
with even just a basic knowledge of biology. 

“We understand now how pests communi¬ 
cate - male and females have to come together 
through chemical messaging, and if you know 
those, you can interrupt the signalling system 
by attracting them to somewhere else where 
you can kill them. You can actually get infor¬ 
mation that determines when exactly you need 
to spray a chemical.” 
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150 meals that are gluten-free, 
hassle free and deliuered free. 
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VISIT OUR 
NEWLY UPDATED 
SHOWROOM! 


Unit 60, 

John Wilson Industrial Estate, 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 

01227 281648 


Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, 
New Romney, TN28 8LH 

01797 363623 


MANY OTHER FANTASTIC OFFERS AVAILABLE 

VISIT OUR MASSIVE, SHOWROOM 


Trust the team at Allbits to offer expert advice and 
solutions for your new bathroom planning and plumbing 


Our showroom is open 6 days a week with plenty on 
display to give you ideas 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON MAY 5 



PCC candidates lay into plans to 
solve Operation Stack problem 

With just days to go before the polls open, KoS attended a debate among the main candidates and, on 
the following pages, explains exactly how the election will work and who came top in our online poll 

By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 

P LANS for a lorry park ear¬ 
marked as a solution to Op¬ 
eration Stack have been 
slammed by candidates vy¬ 
ing to become Kent’s next 
police and crime commissioner. 

The candidates for the £85,000-a- 
year role were grilled by members of 
the public at a fiesty debate held at 
Canterbury Christ Church University 
on Thursday night, and responded 
forcefully when asked if the current 
plans were comprehensive enough to 
deal with what is now recognised as a 
national issue. 


k k The reality is that 
Ukip has just one MP 
so the idea that they’re 
holding government to 
account on anything 
on this issue is just 
laughable f f 


Tristan Osborne, 

Labour’s PCC candidate 

It comes after it was revealed earli¬ 
er this month that a solution to Oper¬ 
ation Stack could be in force as early 
as next summer, despite the govern¬ 
ment not yet making a decision on 
where it should be. 

MPs were told at a transport com¬ 
mittee meeting in Westminster on 
Monday that plans for a £2 50m lorry 
park ‘the size of Disneyland’ at Stan¬ 
ford just off the M20 had accelerated, 
and that it could be partly open in just 
over 12 months. 

However, the panel - which con¬ 
sisted of every candidate in the run¬ 
ning for the role, with the exception 
of English Democrat Steve Uncles - 
largely seemed to agree that the pro¬ 
posals were insufficient for the needs 
of the county. 

Ukip’s Henry Bolton said: “I don’t 
know whether one truck park is 
enough, because I don’t believe there 
has been a comprehensive or strate¬ 
gic approach applied to the planning 
or thought behind this. 

“I do not believe that it is appropri¬ 
ate to contract out a site to thereby 
make it commercially attractive to a 
commercial operator, because that 
can only compromise the best 
solution. 

“The best solution should be the 
most efficient and practical solution 
to solving Operation Stack and not 
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DEBATE : Candidates at Canterbury Christ Church. From left, Henry Bolton, Dave Naghi, Gurvinder Sandher, Matthew Scott and Tristan Osborne 


something that’s compromised by ei¬ 
ther commercial interests or particu¬ 
lar local government interests. 

“I do not believe that the current 
proposals for one truck park are go¬ 
ing to provide enough resilience. 

“There are significant police re¬ 
sources that go into Operation Stack. 

“The people of Kent should have an 
effective solution, and the people of 
Stanford - or any area - should not be 
affected negatively by a solution that 
does not maximise the benefit in 
terms of resolving the problem, and I 
don’t believe this will.” 

Conservative candidate Matthew 


Scott, however, defended the plans 
and insisted the lorry park was “one 
small part of the solution”, for which 
he will press his party colleagues in 
Westminster. 

He told the debate: “The issue of 
Operation Stack is now acknowl¬ 
edged as a national one and we’re get¬ 
ting £2 50m from the government 
which was awarded after lobbying 
from our MPs to make sure we’re tak¬ 
ing lorries off the road. 

“One of the critical things you need 
to do is get free-flowing traffic in and 
out of the port. 

“I have already discussed this with 


East 


the home secretary and let it be 
known that this can’t be happening 
again. 

“This is an opportunity for me to 
stand up for Kent residents, I meet 
with home office ministers quite of¬ 
ten to talk about Kent’s interests - 
I’ve had the immigration minister 
down to talk about our borders. 

“I’m asking the difficult questions 
of the government, I am the candi¬ 
date standing up for Kent’s interests 
and taking them to the highest level. 

“On Operation Stack we need to 
make sure that Kent taxpayers are 
not bearing the cost, we also need to 


look at what the money is actually be¬ 
ing spent on. 

“Is it a case of Kent Police covering 
for other organisations and institu¬ 
tions? Is it a case of other bodies not 
taking enforcement? 

“We need to sort this out urgently 
because if something else happens in 
France again this summer, we’re go¬ 
ing to have Operation Stack sooner 
than you might think. 

“We need to work more closely to¬ 
gether with all the relevant organisa¬ 
tions, look at the costs and funda¬ 
mentally reduce them for the 
taxpayer.” 
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In response to Mr Scott, Mr Bolton 
added: “Kent County Council did an 
assessment of Operation Stack and 
came up with different answers to the 
ones being presented. 

“They also came up with costs 
which I believe were £460m so we’ve 
got just over half of that amount allo¬ 
cated by the government. 

“What we’ve got is an imperfect so¬ 
lution and this is not serving the peo¬ 
ple of Kent or the strategic, commer¬ 
cial artery that is the M20, or the 
country as a whole. 

“It is a compromise solution and in 
this case, one without full transpar¬ 
ency or explanation, and that’s 
unacceptable. 

“We need to be holding the govern¬ 
ment account and I do not believe it is 
possible for someone who works in a 
government whip’s office [Mr Scott 
was Bexleyheath MP David Even- 
nett’s office manager up until March] 
to go to their own home secretary, 
beat them about the head and say 
‘this is not good enough’.” 

However, Labour’s Tristan Osborne 
felt that neither Ukip nor the Conserv¬ 
atives were in a position to sort out 
the issue of Stack. 

He said: “The reality is Ukip has 
one MP so the idea that they’re hold¬ 
ing the government to account on 
anything on this issue is laughable. 

“This has been ongoing for several 
years and the Conservatives can say 
Theresa May has seen this lorry park 
here and looked at that pothole there, 
the reality is they are not funding 
Kent in the way Kent desires. 

“When you have riots in this coun¬ 


try or civil disorder the government is 
obliged to fund these things and I 
think this absolutely fits that 
category. 

“This is a national issue that im¬ 
pacts everybody in this country. 

“The way government has imposed 
this solution on communities is 
outrageous. 

“I’ve been to these villages and they 
weren’t asked if they wanted a lorry 
park there and certainly weren’t 
consulted. 

“The commissioner needs to push 
on government, with support from 
Labour MPs, to say ‘this is outra¬ 
geous, you need to pay us what we’re 
due and listen to what communities 
are saying’. 

“One lorry park just won’t work - 
you only need one accident on the 
road and you will find there will be 
gridlock, so spreading it into one lo¬ 
cation should automatically send 


alarm bells ringing because that’s not 
a sensible solution. 

“This government has not deliv¬ 
ered on this issue, Ann Barnes admit¬ 
ted we haven’t had the funding and I 
don’t see any confidence unless you 
get someone who can really articu¬ 
late and push the home secretary on 
this issue and I’m afraid more of the 
same won’t do.” 

Independent candidate Gurvinder 
Sandher said: “As someone who trav¬ 
els up and down Kent, in 2016 I don’t 
think we should have a situation like 
this every summer. 

“It impacts on residents, local busi¬ 
nesses and villages; everything gets 
snarled up. 

“Being an independent and not 
being a politician, just a member of 
public, I want to see real conversa¬ 
tions with Highways England and 
KCC, and if we need to bang 
a few heads together, then we’ll 


■ Hr 



bang a few heads together. 

“The bottom line is this: why 
should the residents and Kent Police 
be footing the bill for something that 
is out of our control? 

“Last year, we had an extra 
£500,000 incurred which wasn’t 
paid for by the government. 

“I haven’t got a political career to 
think about - my passion is the com¬ 
munities of Kent and that is what our 
focus should be on. 

“If I’m successful as commissioner I 
will be taking advice from residents 
and speaking to these external agen¬ 
cies to get this sorted out.” 

Dave Naghi of the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats added: “I’ve had a bit of experi¬ 
ence in this because living in Maid¬ 
stone, when Operation Stack kicks in, 
we’re gridlocked. 

“The thing is nobody seems to be 
coming up with a sensible alternative 
of how to sort this out. 


“The government are making deci¬ 
sions without consulting police, 
that’s the impression I’m getting, and 
at the end of the day Kent Police have 
to police it. 

“As happened last year, there was 
an overspend because it went on for 
so long. 

“That won’t happen if I’m commis¬ 
sioner because I won’t be spending 
Kent taxpayers’ money without 
knowing it’s coming back from the 
government. 

“Kent is unique with its problems, 
we’re not the same as other constabu¬ 
laries, we seem to be suffering a lot 
more in Kent. 

“I’ve been a Kent taxpayer for a 
very long time and I don’t want to see 
my taxes wasted on something the 
government should be paying for. 

“I will be making sure that if we al¬ 
low a million pounds on our budget, 
for example, then that’s what we’re 
going to spend. 

“Any more than that and the gov¬ 
ernment has to pay for it, otherwise 
we’ll always be subbing the govern¬ 
ment and that’s what really pickles 
me about this. 

“Nobody wants these 50,000 lor¬ 
ries on their doorstep. 

“I want it sorted out within a few 
months because Kent can’t keep suf¬ 
fering this every year.” 

A consultation into the Operation 
Stack lorry park plans closed in Janu¬ 
ary, where the public were asked for 
their preferred site for the lorry park. 
The findings of that consultation are 
expected to be published in the com¬ 
ing weeks. 
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COUNTDOWN TO KENT PCC ELECTION ON AAAY 5 


Guess who won our online poll... 



VOTING: 

Polling 
stations will 
open across 
the county 
at 7am on 
Thursday 
and close at 
10pm. 


I NDEPENDENT candidate Gur- 
vinder Sandher is leading the 
way in the race to become 
Kent’s next police and crime 
commissioner, according to a 
KoS poll. 

More than a thousand votes were 
cast on a poll on our website www. 
kentnews.co.uk asking readers who 
they intended to vote for. 

Mr Sandher took a commanding 
43 per cent of the vote as of Friday 
afternoon. 

He was followed by Labour’s Tris¬ 
tan Osborne with 29 per cent, and 
pre-election favourites Henry Bolton 
of Ukip in third on 16 per cent and 
Matthew Scott of the Conservative 
party fourth with 10 per cent of the 
vote. 

Steve Uncles of the English Demo¬ 
crats and Dave Naghi of the Liberal 
Democrats sat some way off the pace 
with a mere one per cent. 

However, while the results are 
more likely to be affected by the can¬ 
didates’ ability to active their sup¬ 
porter base through social media, it 
does underline that this election re¬ 
mains wide open. 

Given Kent’s recent electoral pref¬ 
erences, the smart money will be on 
a shoot-out between the Tory and 
Ukip candidate. But with another 
small turnout expected, every candi¬ 
date knows there is all to play for. 


And with Ann Barnes proving that 
an independent with a solid CV can 
beat all before them, Thursday’s vote 
could go to the wire. 

The recurring problem faced by all 
candidates has been overcoming ap¬ 
athy for the role and to generate any 
sort of momentum to their individual 
campaigns. 

All of which means your vote on 
Thursday is likely to carry more 
weight than ever before. In fact, you 
get the possibility of two votes on 
your ballot paper. 

Polling stations open at 7am on 
May 5 and close at 10pm. 

Polling cards detailing your desig¬ 
nated polling station have been 
mailed out, but, contrary to some be¬ 
lief, it is not mandatory, and it is still 
possible to vote without one, provid¬ 
ed you have previously registered 
your intention to vote. 

Those unable to attend their local 
polling stations can apply to vote by 
post or by proxy, allowing someone 
they have authorised to attend their 
polling station to vote on their be¬ 
half. But this must have been ar¬ 
ranged in advance of the election. 

Following the close, the ballot box 
will be sealed and taken to the count, 
which in Kent takes place in Dover 
Town Hall from 10am on Friday. 

There, staff will thoroughly count 
votes submitted from all 13 districts 


in the county: Ashford, Canterbury, 
Dartford, Dover, Gravesham, Maid¬ 
stone, Medway, Sevenoaks, Shepway, 
Swale, Thanet, Tonbridge and 
Mailing and Tunbridge Wells. Re¬ 
sults for each constituency will be 
announced as the count takes place. 

At the PCC elections a different 
voting method is used to the first past 
the post method in general elections: 
the supplementary vote system. 

This means that voters can express 
a first and second preference. 

If you have marked a first-choice, 
you can choose whether or not to 
mark a second-choice, but if you only 
mark a cross in the second-choice 
column, your vote won’t be counted. 

If you mark a cross next to the 


same candidate in the first and sec¬ 
ond-choice column, your ballot pa¬ 
per will still be accepted but you 
would not be marking a second- 
choice. 

If you want to mark a second- 
choice, you should mark a cross next 
to a different candidate in the sec¬ 
ond-choice column. 

The first preferences are counted, 
and if a candidate has received more 
than 50 per cent of the votes cast 
they are elected. 

If no candidate has more than 50 
per cent of the votes, all candidates 
apart from those in first and second 
place are eliminated. 

The ballot papers showing a first 
preference for the eliminated candi¬ 


dates are checked for their second 
preference. 

Any second preference votes for 
the two remaining candidates are 
then added to the candidates’ first 
preference votes and the candidate 
with the most votes wins. 

Last time around in 2012, the re¬ 
sult was confirmed by around 
5.30pm - but the outcome clear from 
much earlier, as Ann Barnes swept to 
victories in all Kent’s constituencies. 
Turnout, however, was just a little 
over 16 per cent of the electorate. 

With increased turnout, and a far 
tighter race expected on this occa¬ 
sion, we may not find out who will be 
holding our police force to account 
until Friday evening. 

■ For full profiles of all six 
candidates, visit www.kent- 
news.co.uk 


POLL RESULTS 


KentNews.co.uk online poll 

Gurvinder Sandher (Ind) - 43% 
Tristan Osborne (Lab) - 29% 
Henry Bolton (Ukip) - 16% 
Matthew Scott (Con) -10% 
David Naghi (Lib Dem) - 1% 
Steve Uncles (Eng Dem) - 1% 

■ Results as of noon, Friday. 
The poll is still open for votes. 
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How Queen owns big 
chunks of our county 


The Crown Estate may not benefit the monarch, but do you 
know what it does and, more importantly, what it owns? 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A S SUMMER approaches, 
locals and tourists alike 
will be taking to the wa¬ 
ters around Kent, and 
they will be doing so 
with the blessing of the Queen. 

Because the chances are, one of her 
companies owns the foreshore and 
seabed along our coastline. 

It doesn’t form part of her private 
estate, nor does she benefit financial¬ 
ly from it - in fact all the money goes 
directly into the public purse - but the 
Crown Estate is a remarkable organi¬ 
sation which owns huge swathes of 
the country - including key sites in 
Kent. 

Not only is it a major landlord in 
the UK but is also the grandly-titled 
‘sealord’ of the wind farms that can 
be clearly seen in the waters off the 
north Kent coast. 

In fact, its reach extends some 12 
nautical miles (just under 14 miles) 
off our coastline - the traditional dis¬ 
tance of territorial waters. 



But as well as the seabeds, the 
crown also owns the land on which a 
major out-of-town shopping complex 
in Aylesford is sited, parts of Romney 
Marsh and a sizeable chunk of agri¬ 
cultural land on Sheppey. 

Add in sections of our major ports, 
and it emerges the Crown Estate has 
some substantial assets in Kent. 

A spokesman for the organisation 


explains: “The Crown Estate is an in¬ 
dependent commercial business, es¬ 
tablished by an act of parliament, but 
the properties under the banner are 
not the Queen’s property which is a 
common misconception. 

“The Crown Estate’s portfolio is one 
of the most diverse anywhere in the 
world, including some of the UK’s 
most iconic assets.” 

This includes the entire UK seabed 
and around 50 per cent of the fore¬ 
shore; all of Regent Street and much 
of St James’s in central London. 

It has a UK top five portfolio of 
prime regional retail and leisure as¬ 
sets and has one of the nation’s larg¬ 
est rural land portfolios. 

Its history can be traced back to 
1066 but in the 21st century it is a 
successful, commercial enterprise. 

There are benefits for the rest of us 
too. 

The spokesman said: “One hun¬ 
dred per cent of its annual profits are 
returned to the Treasury for the ben¬ 
efit of the public finances. 

“That means during the past dec¬ 
ade, the estate has returned over 
£2.3bn to the Treasury. 

“In the last financial year the value 



of the business rose to £11.5bn and its 
returns were £2 8 5m.” 

And while it is perhaps not as prev¬ 
alent in Kent as it is in some other 
counties, its holdings remain 
significant. 

A spokesman for the Crown Estate 
explains: “Most of the Crown Estate 
interests in Kent relate to the fore¬ 
shore and seabed, which includes the 
offshore wind farms. 

“There are some pockets of agricul¬ 
tural land, and we’re are the people met¬ 
al detectorists have to contact in some 
areas if they need a licence to search.” 


There are two main rural estates in 
Kent; Neats Court on Sheppey, which 
comprises of farm land of approxi¬ 
mately 670 acres, and the Romney 
Marsh estate east of Rye, which is an 
agricultural estate of around 8,800 
acres. 

There is a further parcel of agricul¬ 
tural land, around 85 acres, in Bean, 
near Dartford. 

The Crown Estate also owns 
various stretches of foreshore 
at Dymchurch, from Dover to 
Deal, in Ramsgate, Reculver, 
Swalecliffe and Leysdown, and along 


VOTE David Naghi - On May 5th 

Police & Crime Commissioner 

David Naghi is a successful loco) businessmon and Maidstone Borough 
Council for, he lias represented Eail Ward for 14 years, during ihis time he has 
served on the Licensing Committee; which has given him an insight into many 
issues relating to public safety and anti-social behavior. 

Retired Kenl Police Chief Superintendent Richard Rixuri says: 

"A key requirement of the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCQ Is to provide 
an effective link between Kent Polke and ihfr communities It serves. 

This means consulting local people and organisations, listening to their views 
and taking appropriate action. 

Davstf Mag hi has 14 years experience of reflecting the needs of the community 
in his role as Borough Councillor. Through being accountable to the 
electorate and representing the public he has built useful relationships and 
delivered consistent results. 

This kind of proven track record is essential for anyone putting themselves 
forward for the post of PCC in Kent." 

David says:"l have seen how the police are losing the trust of the 
community- At the same time some crimes arc being tolerated, whilst 
the police seem uninterested. They should be supporting community 
events and initiatives. 

David wants to rebuild trust and look to reduce central costs, including those 

of the Commissioner's Office and advisors, and refocus on front line services ,* 1 


DAVID NAGHI 
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Democrats 
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headquarters 


Kent 

Police 


Promoted by Nigel Whitburn on behalf of David Naghi (Liberal Democrat) both at 1 New Street, Ash, Canterbury, Kent CT3 2BH 


www.naghiforpcc.org.uk 

david@naghiforpcc.org.uk 

My main priorities are : 

• To cut central costs, and put the 
focus back on policing our streets 
and neighbourhoods. 

• I am determined to give more priority 
to the victims of crime. 

• I am keen to support community 
initiatives such as 20 MPH speed 
Limits near schools. 

e. * C6rt*/vus&<3 r£S fOT 

Michelle Hastie 
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ESTATE: Crown Estates owns land on Romney Marsh, above, and the site of 
the massive wind farms off the north Kent coast 


parts of the Swale, Medway and 
Thames estuaries and the River 
Stour. 

There are concentrations of coastal 
assets at the ports of Ramsgate, Dover 
and Sheerness for port land, re¬ 
claimed from the sea, and berthing 
facilities. 

The estate’s agricultural land at 
Romney Marsh was purchased in 
1958, while the small part of Sheppey 
was snapped up between 1850 and 
1900. 


The Queen has plenty of shopping 
centres around Britain, and in Kent, 
she has the South Aylesford Retail 
Park, made up of nine units of retail 
space. 

Tenants include Homebase, 
Smyth’s Toys, Pets At Home, Harveys 
and Halfords. 

Plus there is the Kentish Flats wind 
farm off the coast of Whitstable and 
Herne Bay, and the London Array, 
further out to sea off the Thanet 
coast. 


HISTORIANS can map the Crown 
Estate all the way back to the time of 
Edward the Confessor, but the es¬ 
tate as a whole essentially dates 
from the time of the Norman 
Conquest. 

Inevitable there were disputes 
over the centuries and in 1760, 
George III reached an agreement 
with the government of the day 
over its future. 

The Crown Lands would 
be managed on behalf of the 
government and any surplus 


revenue sent to the Treasury. 

With an eye to maintaining the 
monarchy, the King managed to ne¬ 
gotiate a fixed annual income, and 
that’s where today’s Civil List came 
from. 

Now the Crown Estate operates 
under the auspices of the Crown 
Estate Act of 1961, which declares 
that the estate shall be managed by 
a board, known as commissioners, 
who have a duty to maintain and 
enhance the value of the estate and 
the return obtained from it, but with 


due regard to the requirements of 
good management. 

It is the manager of the UK sea¬ 
bed to the 12 nautical mile limit. 

As a business, it holds the rights 
to generate electricity from wind, 
waves and the tides out to 200 nau¬ 
tical miles - roughly where the con- 
tintental shelf extends - under the 
Energy Act 2004. In addition, it has 
the rights to the transportation and 
storage of natural gas and carbon 
dioxide on the continental shelf un¬ 
der the Energy Act 2008. 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £119 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this June... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1 : You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs; Friday 3rd June £119 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


breakfast 

Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Babbacombe. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 




Dance the summer evening away with friends at this iconic musical event. Now in its 38th 
year, join thousands of flag-waving concert goers enjoy performances from the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by John Rigby. 


The Definitive Rat Pack, the world’s finest interpreters of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and 
Sammy Davis Jr and the P&O Ferries Choir, will also be returning. With breath-taking aerial 
displays and a stunning fireworks finale it's an event not to be missed. 


Sponsored by 

KM 


Book tickets today at LeedsCastleConcert.co.uk 


P&OW.FERRIES 'fm/arei*) 


Lifeboats 




www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 0845 652 62 62 13 /Classicalconcertleedscastle # @classicalconcrt 
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Roas^ns to Vfflto 
ENGLISH DEMOCRATS 


Steve 

Uncles 


Advertiser’s Announcement 


THE KENTISH MAN FROM 


H “Our Kent Police will be armed to prevent illegal 
immigrants entering England via Kent” 

Steve Uncles 


I am I was bom in 

England, and support 
in sport. 

I want an 

the same as the Scottish 
Parliament, 

St. George’s Day like the 
Irish celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day, I want to preserve my 

English Culture, like the Welsh 
preserve their language. 

I simply want, what other 
people do for their own 
nations, but I am told I must be 
BRITISH not and that if 

I say I am roud, I am 

a racist?... why is this? 


[English I 

De mocrat s I 


“Protect Our England” 


Kent PCC 


Protect Our Borders 
<K*n< PoHta to fan arm&d At Borden) 
Protect Our Culture 

PalJcd td uphold English Culture} 

Protect Our Laws 

Inw English Law in K*ntJ 
Put more police on the bent 

whore they are needed 

Ensure a zero tolerance approach 
to crime St antl^sociat behaviour 


"Five Eiitfiii hi-h * W E-^fUrnJ 

•i: ailard !\jb ii-u li - J- ' .ird VftdH hai Rid 
C^rfi: T 9 uarcl 141 It* ZisA ith unri Wilife 
rtfionwia nuw Engkirif hm Vis ErgL«fi 
Pwnflu M i 

m EpgHfl D*mtm w,v|j Sfr Ruti 

fnglnird Ik itdI tfm xof rrs j bar n IN' UK juid 11 
hri uwd U 1* tofrrtHrenl 'earth to be rni&.mJ 
tar Ifsi' barreliL ai attar caretinn Efigliin pnof-rt 
W wcorid £bti fij+ftnr 
Tire 1 Li -:|i sn Denaonts- Pki yb a range d 

:,Ci!Fr!H*i ruXishi fhll.: Jrt? ,U t} -U filil-H! fit 

Ergiqil rv-kj E*Hp 9 n r^p 

Vn nr proud Erf b^ngi 4 ycu are *.ud Ltaii 

jdi! Uhiohrtd imU^ 

Tq 9*i rfnHQhea rt u *0 l-D K* 1 * Cirrt?fc»aaii ■ 

E-rrn " jL'-ft "■ “■' 3 Tp*: PZP? 24 ? 1 W .1 

Wife ryij _ 


- JHL, 

| Pimamn Md mi ray FREE. inJrnm-j'iun pnefc ntn INi 

I EmjMi-h Ertfnocrili 




Call 0207 242 1066 TODAY! 


“Protect Our 


Promoted by Mike Russell, 9 Durrell Gardens, Chatham, ME5 OAW on behalf of Steve Uncles of the English Democrats Party, 1 Shears Close, Dartford DAI 2TL 


Steve Uncles - English Democrats 

2016 Kent Police Commissioner Candidate 

2015 HRH Prince of Wales Leadership Event 
2014 ACPO Police Public Bravery Award 
2013 Met. Police Commended for Bravery 
1983 Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Q ©SteveUncles Q 0207 242 1066 


Culture” 

“Multi-cultural, politically correct practices, 
totally alien to English Culture, will no longer be 
accepted, in public, in Kent if I am elected” 

Steve Uncles 
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Family’s anger as meningitis 



vaccine ruled out due to costs 


1 k 1 Cv 

jfrifi 













When pictures of Maidstone’s Faye Burdett, 2, ravaged by meningitis swept across social media, the 
pressure started to grow on broadening the existing vaccination programme. But it has hit a hurdle. 


WHAT IS MENINGITIS B AND WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS? 


P ARENTS of Faye Burdett, 
the two-year-old whose 
tragic loss to meningitis 
sparked a social media 
campaign, have hit out at 
the government’s decision not to ex¬ 
tend the vaccination programme. 

Little Faye’s plight was highlighted 
in a before and after image shared on 
social media. 

In the space of just a few hours she 
went from healthy child to being rav¬ 
aged by meningitis B (men B) which 
ultimately claimed her life. 

Her parents shared the image of 
her tiny body on a bed in Maidstone 
Hospital in a bid to raise awareness. 

It also spearheaded a petition de¬ 
manding the vaccination programme 
be rolled out to all children under 12 
years old. It broke all previous records 
and attracted some 820,000 
signatures. 

And that sparked a debate in West¬ 
minster Hall, part of the House of 
Commons, which took place on 
Monday. 

However, as expected, the govern¬ 
ment ruled out changes to the pro¬ 
gramme. 

Decisions on vaccine programmes 
are taken by the government based 
on advice from the Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI). 

The government has said the deci¬ 
sion to only offer the vaccine to babies 
at two months of age would protect 
those children who are most at risk. 

Health minister Jane Ellison said, 
instead, a national awareness cam¬ 
paign focused on dangerous infec¬ 
tions including meningitis, septicae¬ 
mia and sepsis would be rolled out 


before the winter by Public Health 
England. 

Ms Ellison said: “Eve been reas¬ 
sured that the programme we have is 
the right one, targeting the group of 
children at highest risk of disease and 
death. 

“On the evidence I have and the ad¬ 
vice I have received, I cannot there¬ 
fore support extending the men B 
vaccination programme to older 
children. 

“But I would like to emphasise that 
the JCVI keeps evidence related to all 
vaccination programmes under re¬ 
view and, of course, I know they will 
consider all the points made in this 
important debate. 

“If their advice changes, I will, of 
course, consider it as a priority. 

“JCVI chairman Professor Andrew 
Pollard confirmed the catch-up pro¬ 
gramme for one-to-four-year-olds 
would not be cost-effective at a realis¬ 
tic vaccine price. 

“Also disease is so rare in the five- 
to-11-year-old age group that a pro¬ 
gramme for this age group would not 
be cost-effective and they could not 
recommend it.” 

But Faye Burdett’s parents, from 
Maidstone, say they remain 
frustrated. 

Her father Neil Burdett said: “There 
is a lot of frustration. To put it down to 
financial issues is just wrong. 

“Since Faye died, two more chil¬ 
dren have died from meningitis. 

“This whole thing about cost-effec¬ 
tiveness leaves me cold. How can you 
put a price on a child’s life? 

“They’ll spend £9 million on 
leaflets telling us to stay in Europe, 
but they won’t spend £9m on 


MENINGITIS B is a particularly 
dangerous form of a meningitis - an 
infection of the protective mem¬ 
branes that surround the brain and 
spinal cord. 

According to the NHS, it can 
affect anyone, but is most common 
in babies, young children, teenag¬ 
ers and young adults. 

Meningitis can be very serious if 
not treated quickly. It can cause 
life-threatening blood poisoning 
(septicaemia) and result in perma¬ 
nent damage to the brain or nerves. 

A number of vaccinations are 
available that offer some protection 
against meningitis. 

Meningococcal group B bacteria 


vaccines for our children. 

“No one should ever have to suffer 
like Faye did. As I said to my brother- 
in-law, if this was an animal you’d 
put them down. It was cruel what she 
went through. Truly cruel.” 

Faye’s mother, Jenny Burdett, add¬ 
ed: “We have done all this for others; 
to make sure that her dying isn’t in 
vain. 

“However long that fight will be, 
we will make sure that other children 
do not have to suffer, and as a family 
they do not have to be torn apart, like 
we have. 

“In 12 hours you go from having a 
perfectly healthy child to a child with 
a one per cent chance of survival. 

“But the picture everyone saw on 
the petition was taken at the begin¬ 
ning, when she was admitted to hos- 


is a serious cause of life-threatening 
infections, including meningitis and 
blood poisoning, worldwide and the 
leading infectious killer of babies 
and young children in the UK. 

There are 12 known groups of 
meningococcal bacteria, and group 
B (men B) is responsible for about 
90 per cent of meningococcal 
infections in the UK. 

In the past 20 years, between 500 
and 1,700 people every year, 
mainly babies and young children, 
have suffered from the men B 
disease, with around one in 10 
dying from the infection. Many of 
those who survive suffer terrible 
permanent disability, such as 


pital, not at the end. By then she was 
so blown up — all full of water. She 
had a bruise from the tip of her toes 
right up to her head. I’d never release 
those pictures.” 

Ms Ellison said a preliminary study 
of the meningococcal strains carried 
in teenagers is under way and will re¬ 
port in February 2017. 

She said this will inform a larger 
study of the effects of a meningitis B 
vaccination on this group. 

Ms Ellison went on: “I commit to 
the House to commission that second 
wider study that follows on from the 
preliminary study on strains that’s 
under way.” 

The minister said she hopes this 
wider research can begin in Decem¬ 
ber 2017. 

Ms Ellison also said: “I’ve asked 


amputation, brain damage and 
epilepsy. 

In the UK, from September 2015 
babies born on or after July 1, 2015, 
are being offered the men B vaccine 
as part of the routine immunisation 
schedule. 

The first symptoms are usually 
fever, vomiting, headache and 
feeling unwell. Limb pain, pale skin, 
and cold hands and feet often 
appear earlier than the rash, neck 
stiffness, dislike of bright lights and 
confusion. 

For more details see NHS 
Choices at www.nhs.uk or the 
Meningitis Research Foundation’s 
website at www.meningitis.org 


Public Health England to develop a 
national awareness campaign that 
will focus on the dangerous infections 
that parents worry about the most. 

“This will include meningitis, sep¬ 
ticaemia, and sepsis and the cam¬ 
paign will focus on the symptoms 
that parents need to look out for. 

“To get this right we will be work¬ 
ing with the appropriate experts and 
charities and, of course, more details 
will be available in due course and I 
will look to keep the committees up to 
date with that, but it is my intention 
that this should be rolled out before 
the peak of cases in the winter.” 

David Nuttall, the Tory MP 
for Bury North, told the debate 
about a child in his constituency, 
called Charlie, who contracted 
meningitis B, as he made the case 
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BLOW: More than 850,000 signed an online petition to expand the vaccine 
programme following the tragedy of little Faye Burdett, above. However, the 
government says cost prevents it rolling it out to those under the age of 12 



for extending the vaccine. 

He said: “When one considers the 
loss of life, the cost of treating cases 
like Charlie, which incidentally one 
health professional put at £30,000- 
£40,000, and when one considers the 
suffering of children like Charlie and 
the heartache, anxiety and distress of 
the parents, the cost of this vaccina¬ 
tion suddenly starts to look very 
cheap indeed.” 

He suggested the extended rollout 
could be paid for by reallocating “the 
millions of pounds spent on trying to 
persuade those adults who despite 


years and years of warnings of the 
dangers of smoking nevertheless con¬ 
tinue to do so”. 

He said: “If they have not stopped 
by now, when will they? 

“These adults have a choice. They 
choose to continue to smoke. Some of 
the millions spent on increasingly in¬ 
effective stop smoking campaigns 
could be spent on children who have 
no choice.” 

Ben Howlett, the Tory MP for 
Bath who led the debate, echoed the 
call for the programme to be 
extended. 


He said the JCVI would be able to 
re-examine its advice on who should 
be given the vaccine once data is 
available from the programme’s first 
two years. 

He said: “From September 2017 we 
will start to receive information as a 
result of the current vaccination pro¬ 
gramme of babies under the age of 
one. 

“We can begin to assess just how 
successful this new approach has 
been and after a year in 2016, Sep¬ 
tember this year, we will find out ear¬ 
ly preliminary data as a result of the 


early introduction of the vaccine too, 
which will obviously hope to help 
JCVI to be able to readdress its deci¬ 
sions in relation to extending a vac¬ 
cine up to the age of five.” 

While the data will help inform a 
post-2017 plan, Mr Howlett said it is 
important to remember that “while 
we sit waiting for the data, children 
are contracting the disease and are 
left with life-changing consequences 
and in some cases they are sadly 
dying”. 

He said: “Families are going 
through this trauma and will not be 


comforted by the fact that from 2017 
we will have a better idea of what to 
do.” 

Concerns were raised during the 
debate about awareness of the symp¬ 
toms of meningitis among medical 
practitioners and parents. 

Conservative MP Helen Grant for 
Maidstone and The Weald - the con¬ 
stituency where Mr and Mrs Burdett 
live - suggested the list of symptoms 
should be added to the NHS ‘Red 
Book’ which is given to parents and 
used to record a newborn child’s 
health progress. 


FREE Group Meditation and Discussion 

What is ‘Real’ Meditation? 

Tuesday 3rd May 6.30pm at Holiday Inn, Minster-in-Thanet CTI2 4AU 
Thursday 25th June 6.30pm Community Hub, Eastgate, Rochester, ME I IEW 

A course of instruction in Transcendental Meditation 
Starts Saturdays 21st May inThanet and 25th June in Rochester 
(4 Sessions over 3 consecutive days). 

Also residential course starts Wednesday the 8th June near Tonbridge 


We recommend 
you sit on a chair and 
wear normal clothes! 


The most powerful 
meditation is simple, 
effortless and natural 
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Gurkhas deployed for Nato duty 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


G URKHA soldiers from 
Kent have raised their 
battalion’s flag in Kabul 
to mark the start of an 
eight month operational 
deployment to Afghanistan. 

Troops from Second Battalion, The 
Royal Gurkha Rifles, usually based in 
Folkestone under the command of 16 
Air Assault Brigade, took over the 
role of Kabul protection unit on April 
16. 

Their job will see them providing 
protection for Nato advisors to the Af¬ 
ghan government. 

Pipers played under overcast skies 
as the outgoing unit from the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland handed over. 

Lt Gen Sandy Storrie, the UK depu¬ 
ty commander of the Nato resolute 
support mission in Afghanistan, was 
in attendance to welcome the Gur¬ 
khas to the city at a formal ceremony. 

Brigadier Ian Thomas, commander 
of British forces in Afghanistan and 
himself a former commanding officer 
of the Second Battalion The Royal 
Gurkha Rifles, said to the incoming 
soldiers: “The importance of your job 
in Kabul cannot be underestimated. 
Nato advisors from all walks of life 
rely on your professionalism and 
judgement on a daily basis. 

“In a melting pot of cultures and 
nationalities, I am sure the Gurkhas 
will prove themselves once again as 


loyal and dedicated comrades.” 

The Gurkhas will work side-by-side 
with American troops from 3-61 Cav¬ 
alry Regiment, as well as Australian, 
Danish and Mongolian contingents. 

Lt Col Jamie Murray, commanding 
officer, added: “Kabul city is a com¬ 
plex and congested environment and 


one which has changed dramatically 
since my first tour here in 2003. 

“The wide and varied aspects of our 
mission this year will test us - but it is 
a challenge we are well prepared for 
and looking forward to. We are privi¬ 
leged to be here in command of so 
many international partners as part 


of the UK’s enduring contribution to 
this country. 

“For this battalion it is our fourth 
deployment as a unit, with some Gur¬ 
kha soldiers returning for their fifth 
or sixth operational tour. We aim to 
continue the fantastic work of all 
those who have gone before us.” 


British troops were originally with¬ 
drawn from Afghanistan by the end 
of 2014, but forces were deployed 
again in 2015 after Taliban forces 
gained ground. 

They were, however, deployed in 
advisory roles and are not involved in 
combat. 
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Support Sandher for Kent 

Police & Crime Commissioner 

on 5th May 2016 

“Your Independent local candidate 
standing up for the people of Kent 
keeping party politics out of policing. ” 


x. 


www.sandherforpcc.org 


f SandherForPCC 
H SandherForPCC 
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Manston set to celebrate its 100th 


While the fight for its future continues, supporters of the airfield will turn their attention later this 
month to celebrating its centenary. Chris Murphy spoke to historians to learn more on the Thanet site 


M ENTION Manston Air¬ 
port today and every¬ 
one takes a deep breath. 
Now more political hot 
potato than thriving lo¬ 
cal business, its plight over recent years 
has been well documented. 

But what is less well known is its 
long history. And this year will mark 
the centenary of an airport standing 
on the Thanet site. 

It may yet prove to be that confir¬ 
mation of its death as an airfield mars 
the celebrations, but while the fight to 
get it reopened continues, organisers 
are getting ready to mark the anni¬ 
versary on May 28. 

Ruth Bailey is the woman behind 
the project and is no stranger to the 
recent rows. 

Last May she stood in the general 
election under the banner of the 
Manston Airport Independent Party 
and is chairman of the Supporters of 
Manston Airport group. 

She said: “This is a non-political, 
community and heritage event which 
we are running in conjunction with 
the Spitfire & Hurricane Memorial 
Museum and the RAF Manston His¬ 
tory Museum and which is being held 
in their grounds.” 

And she is now on the lookout for 
anyone with connections there over 
the past century to come along and 
take part. It will chart its rise from its 
birth springing from the airfield at 
nearby Westgate and how it would go 
on to play such a vital role during 
both the war effort and as a strategic 
base during the Cold War. 

The now late aviation historian 
Frank Cheesman researched the site in 
depth and was the first to piece together 
its complex history in the early days. 

Before his death, he concluded: “In 
January 1915 in Westgate, a small 
aerodrome was opened on the cliff- 
top where the sunken gardens are 
now) for operations by landplanes 
against raiding airships and aircraft. 

“Flying from such a restricted area, 
especially at night, proved to be un¬ 
acceptably hazardous and in the win¬ 
ter of 1915-16 the commanding offic¬ 
er of Westgate persuaded the 
Admiralty that a larger aerodrome 
was essential. 

“As a result 20 acres of Manston 
Court Farm were taken over in early 
1916, initially as a night-landing 
ground only. The first recorded opera¬ 
tional use was on the night of March 19 
1916 after a take-off from Westgate. 
Manston was officially regarded as ful¬ 
ly operational from May 25 1916.” 

Another historian, John T Wil¬ 
liams, says the top brass were soon 
also looking at changes at Detling 
airfield near Maidstone. 

He said: “Manston had improved 
facilities in the form of two wooden 
huts and a temporary hangar. 

“The nucleus of No 3 Wing moved 
in from Detling and this was followed 
by the Royal Naval Air Service 
(RNAS) posted in from Westgate, a 
base for floatplanes [craft attached 
with buoyancy aids which allowed 
them to land and take-off off-shore]. 
“From this point on the airfield 




successful ground attack plane, the 
Typhoon, arrived that year, and the 
first jet fighters were used to combat 
the Doodlebugs. 

The runway was lengthened and 
widened to cater for damaged aircraft 
and in the 1950s, the American Air 
Force moved in - using it as a strate¬ 
gic airfield during the Cold War. 

In 1960, the US pulled out and it 


became a shared civil airport and 
military base for the RAF. In one year 
alone, some 700,000 went on their 
holidays from Manston. 

Air-sea rescue helicopters from the 
RAF arrived in the mid-1960s and 
were soon replaced with a civil service 
when it was realised more day-trippers 
were being saved than RAF airmen. 

In 1982, aid flights to Africa and 
other war zones began and in 1988 it 
held its first air show since the 1950s. 

Renamed Kent International Air¬ 
port in 1989, and unveiled by the 
then Duchess of York, the MoD finally 
sold it in 1999 to the Wiggins Group. 
The RAF left a few months later. 

However, attempts for it to become 
established as a solely commercial 
operation struggled. Despite hopes of 
a revival under Stagecoach co-found¬ 
er Ann Gloag, her decision to close it 
and sell it led to its current predica¬ 
ment. It is now set for major 
redevelopment. 


100 YEARS AT MANSTON. 


THE event on May 28 will be a 
chance to discover more about the 
history of the airfield and get up 
close and personal with some of 
the aircraft that have flown from it. 

Organiser of the 100th celebra¬ 
tions Ruth Bailey told KoS: “The 
event includes what is called an 
open cockpit day which means 
people can sit in the aircraft that 
are on displays in the RAF 
museum. There will be other 
military vehicles on show and this 
is being finalised. The Spitfire and 
Hurricane Museum will host 


veteran book signing sessions and 
to keep with the 1940s style, there 
will be music from the Hotsy Totsy 
and also the Swingtime Sweet¬ 
hearts plus others including air 
cadets bands. 

“Fans of dances of the time will 
enjoy the Jitterbug display and the 
classes by Reverend Boogie. 

“On a more serious note, there 
are historical talks by author Joe 
Bamford, flypasts by a Spitfire and 
other aircraft. The whole event will 
have focus on history and heritage 
of the airfield.” 


PAST: Images through the years, 
including a visit by Churchill, top 
right, and what is believed to be the 
first photo taken at Manston in 1916, 
bottom centre. 

began to rapidly grow. 

“The site was now known as Man¬ 
ston and classified as a ‘home defence’ 
flight station made up of 40 acres lat¬ 
er enlarged to 680 acres.” 

Manston historian Joe Bamford 
says the move from Westgate was 
forced on the military: “Westgate was 
a base for floatplanes but when land- 
based aircraft began operating from 
there, it was found that the runway 
was too dangerous to continue flying 
after a number of them had ran over 
the edge of the cliffs. Manston had al¬ 
ready been used to practice emergen¬ 
cy night-landings but in May 1916 it 
became a station in its own right 
when a number of machines of No 3 
Wing arrived from Detling.” 

Things started small at Manston, 
but rapidly grew. The first aircraft 
were four Sopwiths, Strutters, a pair 
of BE 2c, a Short biplane and a Curtiss 
biplane, all under the command of 
Lieutenant HP Smyth-Osbourne. 

Mr Bamford said: “Along with No 3 
Wing, a war flight was established to 
counter the incursion of German Zep¬ 
pelin airships and Gotha bombers 
during the First World War. 

“A small number of Gothas were 
brought down in the area and one 
crashed into the sea off Margate, 
while another crashed near Manston 
on Vincent Farm. 


“One of the most important units to 
be established was the Handley Page 
training flight. This was set up to 
train pilots to fly the huge twin-en¬ 
gine Handley Page 0/0 bombers.” 

By 1917, there were four under¬ 
ground hangers, a railway line to 
Birchington, power station and in¬ 
door swimming pool. 

Following the end of the war, from 
1920 Manston was used for the School 
of Technical Training which saw further 
expansion of the site, and its barracks 
were able to cater for 3,000 airmen. 

But when peace was interrupted 
again by the Second World War, the 
grass runway was brought into use. 

Mr Bamford said: “The grass run¬ 
way prior to 1944 ran across the main 
road and it was from there that six 
Swordfish of 825 (FAA) took-off on 
what became known as the Channel 
Dash Operation in February 1942. All 
six aircraft were lost. A memorial plaque 
in the garden commemorates those air¬ 
men and officers who were killed. 

Barnes Wallis tested his dam-bust¬ 
ing bouncing bomb in 1943 using 
Manston as a base. The war’s most 
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PLUCKLEY ROAD, BETHERSDEN, NR ASHFORD TN26 3ET 
GOT QUESTIONS? CALL US 01233 820998 

www.stonegreennurseries.co.uk 

WE ONLY OPEN ON DATES ADVERTISED 


VISA 
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PLANT & SHRUB 
WHOLESALER 

OPEN WEEKEND 

Bank Holiday weekend, 29th - 30th April & I st - 2nd May 


For the very best in plants & shrubs 
- AH home grown quality plants - 

ACERS ♦ ALPINES ♦ CLEMATIS 
CLIMBERS ♦ GRASSES 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
SHRUBS ♦ TREES ♦ WISTERIAS 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Are you embarrassed 
by your teeth? 

Get your confidence back with no downtime with this new Dental Implant system! 


Dr Pieter Claassen 
of Hanover House, a 
local dental clinic is 
experiencing high demand 
for dental implants due to 
an advanced technique 
called PRGF which they 
offer to patients that are 
having dental implants. 

This new system 
encourages healing at an 
accelerated rate which 
means patients are able 
to go about their normal, 
everyday life without any or 
very little down-time. 

Patients travel from all 
over, demanding this unique 
treatment which is also being 
used to help sportsmen and 
women speed up the healing 
process following injury. 
PRGF stands for Plasma Rich 
Growth Factors, - referred 
to as accelerated healing by 
the Hanover House dental 
implant team. 

The Problem 

If you are one of the 
thousands of people 
suffering from missing or 
painful teeth you do not need 
to be reminded that it is very 
likely you will experience 
any or all of the following 
problems. 

• Not being able to eat 
what you want 

• Having to use fixative 
several times a day which 
is difficult to remove 
from your denture 

• Your confidence has 
dropped 

• You forget the last time 
you went on a date 
because you FEAR 
your little secret will be 
discovered. 

• You don’t enjoy food 
anymore because of the 
denture covering the 
roof of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking 
with your hand in front 
of your mouth to either 
stop a loose denture from 
moving or to hide an 
embarrassing gap 

• When did you last smile? 

• You no longer join in for 
photos or when you do 
you stand at the back 

• Your grandchildren 
comment on your 
missing teeth 

• You suffer from bad 
posture due to a lack of 
confidence 

• You choose the safe 
option when going out 
for a meal.. .every time! 

• You find yourself making 
excuses to visit the toilet 
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after eating to clean your 
denture. 

• You have bone loss where 
the denture is pressing 
on underlying bone 

• You can often hear a 
Tunny sound’ when the 
denture chews against 
another denture or teeth 

• You have as constant fear 
you will lose or break 
your dentures 

• Dogs love chewing 
dentures that lie 
unattended. 

The excitement 

For most of us suffering 
from ill-fitting denture, 
painful or lose teeth, all 
of the problems can be 
eliminated through the use 
of dental implants. 

Dr Claassen says, “Most 
patients normally have 
dental implants to stabilise 
loose and uncomfortable 
dentures or to replace 
embarrassing missing teeth. 
Having fixed teeth again 
means that they can eat and 
enjoy the food they want and 
have the confidence to smile 
in family photos again.” 

PRGF is 100% Natural 

The system is the magic 
solution that helps to speed 
up the healing process after 
the procedure, promoting 
our own unique healing 
factors to burst into action. 
Using the revolutionary 
PRGF system also increases 
the success rate. 

For the first time ever 
Hanover House Dental 
Practice are offering the 
PRGF system completely 
free of charge when a dental 
implant is placed. Normally 
this amazing new treatment 
would cost £350.00 but for a 
limited period only 

Dr Claassen is offering it 
for FREE! 

Clinical Results 

Iln a study of 1391 dental 
implant placements using 
PRGF, the success rate was 
99.6%. This shows just how 
special PRGF is, and as our 
free introductory gift to 
you, Dr Claassen wants to 
provide it free of charge - but 
not for long. In fact, you only 
have until Friday 22nd April 
2016 to take up this offer! 

Patients who have 
osteoporosis often receive 
medication to strengthen 
their bones. Unfortunately, 
in some cases it can lead 
to the opposite - impaired 
healing of bone structure. 


PRGF is excellent for 
patients potentially at risk 
of dental implant failure, 
shortening the time it takes 
for the body to accept your 
implants. 

The Benefits 

There are many benefits 
when a patient chooses to 
have dental implants and 
using the PRGF system only 
increases those benefits... 

Below are just a few; 

1. Faster healing time; 
Less down time 

2. Reduced pain and 
swelling 

3. No one will know unless 
you want them too! 

4. Natural healing from 
your healing factors 

5. Get back your quality of 
life 

How it works 

PRGF - Plasma Rich 
Growth Factor is a 100% 
natural product specific 
and unique to each patient. 
A small amount of blood is 
placed in a centrifuge and 
separated in different layers. 
Only the parts, rich in 
growth factors are then used 
and applied onto the implant 
and the surrounding areas 
in the mouth. 

In the several years PRGF 
have been used in different 
medical fields there has 
never been a reported side 
effect. 

What people say 

“Pieter worked painstakingly 
to achieve 
the perfect finish. 

The dental implants have 
given me back my smile 
and confidence and I no 
longer have to worry about 
what I eat” 

Mrs. P. Mahoney - 
Speldhurst 

“Having dental implants 
was well worth the effort 
and the difference was 
extraordinary, making it the 
best decision I ever made. 

I used to be self-conscious 
about my teeth. I wouldn’t 
eat in public in case my 
dentures fell out and I hated 
how they felt in my mouth. 
Since having dental implants 
I am so much happier. I can 
eat what I want, when I 
want, including apples and 
I am much more confident. 

Even my friends have 
commented on how happy 
and relaxed I look. ” 
Stephen Barnham - 
Tonbridge 


Ken, a patients of Dr 
Claassen at Hanover House 
Dental Practice says... 
“I wasn’t certain about going 
down this route but now feel 
SMILES better!” which is 
evident in his before and 
after treatment photos. 



■ Mr Ken Winch BEFORE Treatment ■ Mr Ken Winch AFTER Treatment 


How to get this special product 

Its first come first served so call and book 
your free consultation. Cut out the coupon on 
this page and when you start treatment we 
will reduce the cost by £350! 

Call us today on: 01732 807914 

Either Sue or Sandy will be helping you on the phone. 


Hanover House Dental 
has various packages and 
price plans to 
suit all budgets! 



SAVE 

£350 


Hanover Ho use 

- - £*LM * tiE MTLE 

Benefit from Accelerated, 
100% Natural healing! 


Free consultation 

At Hanover House, 203 High St, TN91BW 

Remember; bring your coupon along 
to claim YOUR free PRGF! 

DO NOT PUT IT OFF; WE DO NOT WANT YOU 

TO BE DISAPPOINTED! 


Call 01732 807914 
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Communist 
Karl Marx’s 
love for trips 
to seaside 

Respected political thinker and the 
father of Communism liked to spend 
time on county’s coast at Ramsgate... 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


H E IS known as the father 
of Communism but few 
are aware Karl Marx 
loved to holiday beside 
the seaside - in 

Ramsgate. 

And so proud is the town of its link 
to the great thinker, it has two blue 
plaques on homes he used in the 
town. 

Marx is best known for his Com¬ 
munist Manifesto, published in 1848 
and the political examination of Das 
Capital, In the late 19th century, 
shortly after Marx’s death in 1883, it 
would inspire a young Lenin who 
would go on to lead the Russian Revo¬ 
lution - one of the most significant 
political events in modern history. 

But while his ideas of socialism 
would spark such political upheaval, 
he often cherished the simple 
pleasures. 

He once spent three weeks at 62 
Plains of Waterloo between August 
21 and September 16 1879 when he 
was aged 61. 

Marx had been staying with 
daughter Eleanor in Jersey when an¬ 
other daughter Jenny gave birth in 
Ramsgate, so he dashed to the town. 

He called her Jennychen, or Little 
Jenny to distinguish her from her 
mother who had the same name. 
While in the town on that occasion 


he wrote two letters to his friend Frie¬ 
drich Engels, with whom he co-devel- 
oped communist theory. 

In the first, which was dated Sep¬ 
tember 3, Marx wrote: “Dear Engels... 
Jennychen had her first 15-minute 
outing today, she progresses 
favourably.” 

The second eight days later, he said: 
“Dear Fred... The weather here is 
partly good, partly bad, the 
latter having a tendency to 
predominate.” 

Jenny lived at 6 Artillery Road, 
where she gave birth to her son Edgar. 
When her mother fell terminally ill, 
she moved in with Jenny for her last 
summer. 

That visit by Karl Marx, for the 
birth of his grandson was just four 
years before he died. 

Ralph Hoult is known as Mr Ram¬ 
sgate and is set to become the town’s 
first Freeman for almost 60 years for 
his work in revealing ‘hidden’ histor¬ 
ic gems with his regular weekly talks. 

He said: “One of my nostalgia talks 
is on the bygone celebrities of Ram¬ 
sgate with an A to Z list. 

“One of those is Karl Marx who 
stayed at 62 Plains of Waterloo in the 
town. Very little is known about why 
he loved the town so much. 

“It is claimed he visited us nine 
times, and was even around for the 
birth of his grandson. 

“As a town, we are of course very 
proud that such a well-known phi¬ 
losopher, sociologist, economic histo¬ 



THINKER: He is known as the father of Communism but few are aware Karl Marx loved to holiday in Ramsgate 


rian, journalist and revolutionary 
socialist who developed the Marxist 
theory stayed here. 

“He even bought a house in Artil¬ 
lery Road Ramsgate for his daughter. 

“The blue plaque is a great way to 
show the world our heritage. 

“It is astonishing how many people 
are linked with the town. When you 
think of Ramsgate, names like Bren¬ 
da Blethyn, John Le Mesurier, Frank 
Muir, and even Vincent Van Gogh 




PLAQUE: The blue sign recording Karl Marx’s stay at 62 Plains of Waterloo in Ramsgate 


can spring to mind. 

“Very few are aware that Karl 
Marx, the founder of modern social¬ 
ism, favoured the town for a getaway. 

“He lived much of his life in Lon¬ 
don, and the Kent coast was a major 
lure for Londoners looking to get 
away to some clean air. Ramsgate 
and of course Margate and Broad- 
stairs were obvious choices. 

“It is quite incredible just how 
much of a draw our town was back 
then. 

“To be so closely associated with 
Karl Marx is utterly fascinating.” 

Brian Daubney is the editor of 
Ramsgate Matters for The Ramsgate 
Society and has looked closely at 
Marx in Kent. 

He told us: “His daughter lived here 
and his grandson was born here, 
Marx made nine holiday visits, some 
with Engels, when they did not go to 
the even sunnier Jersey. 

“He did not finish quite a number of 
works, was not a diarist, nor a post¬ 
card writer, liking a bourgeois family 
life in Hampstead, but was also al¬ 
ways cash strapped. 

“There is also a report he once 
claimed ‘Ramsgate is full of Jews and 
fleas’. 

“Letters are often concerned with 
basically begging from Engels, and 
asking why he was being isolated 


from the party he helped found.” 

As for his most important literary 
work, Mr Daubney said: “Das Capital 
was translated from German to 
French before English. 

“Marx could have done it but Wil¬ 
liam Morris translated it to become 
one of his early critics, effectively rub¬ 
bishing his theories. 

“As Marx had no British passport 
and was regarded in polite society as 
a revolutionary, he is not found in the 
popular press that featured full page 
lists of ‘members of the nobility and 
gentry who will visit Ramsgate’. 

Karl Marx was born in Germany in 
May 1818. 

He loved England so much he spent 
his last 34 years in London, but he 
also went to Margate in 1886 for 
treatment to recurring boils. 

During one trip to Ramsgate, he 
brought along his good friend Engels, 
and another visit was once more for 
his health. 

There was another trip to Kent - 
this time it was one night in Canter¬ 
bury in March 1866 which he walked 
to from Margate. 

He once wrote that he loved Kent’s 
sea views and even complained his 
landlady in Margate was “deaf as a 
post”, according to research by the 
Canterbury Historical and Archaeo¬ 
logical Society. 
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STOCK CLEARANCE SALE 



Rimini Fabric Collection 
3 Seater Sofa & 2 Arm Chairs 


WAS £1299 
NOW £899 

SAVE £400 



3ft White Metal Bed Frame 


NOW £79 

3FT MATTRESSES START 
FROM £49 



Double Ortho 

4 Drawer Divan Set 


WAS £349 
NOW £249 

SAVE £100 


SINGLE DIVAN BEDS 
SINGLE MATTRESSES 
DOUBLE DIVAN BEDS 
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 


FROM £99 
FROM £49 
FROM £149 
FROM £89 


High Seat Chairs FROM £199 frltinA, yfidAe. ‘^'IreslAe - dt d t^ldncz -@hdlr& nouv dvdlldfilz to tiny Online 

Choice of fabric, choice of wood colour. Matching 2 seaters available on all chairs 




Simpl Sofas & Beds caN n ™- 0 Xf 3 ?3 969 ? 5 , 

* J 39 High Street, Strood, Kent 

www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 0PEN: Mon-sat 9-5.30 sun closed 

• Leather & fabric sofas & Sofa beds • Divans • Bedframes • Mattresses 
• Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 
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Church’s abandoned memorial 
to Great War dead to come alive 


When a plaque to remember those who fell during the conflict was rediscovered years after the church 
moved locations, now the hunt is on for donations for its restoration and for relatives of those listed... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 
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REMEMBERING: Christ Church has been given 2016 as its year to remember the fallen, 100 years ago, of the First World War. Pictures: Ellie Hoskins 



C HURCH members in 
Gravesend are appealing 
for help in tracking down 
local ancestors of those 
who lost their lives during 
the First World War as they look to 
commemorate the fallen with a new 
memorial plaque. 

Each church in the local deanery 
has been given a year in which to 
commemorate the century since the 
war, which ran from 1914 to 1918. 

Christ Church in Milton-next- 
Gravesend was given 2016 as its com¬ 
memorative year and is looking to 
stage a special service in the autumn 
to recognise the efforts of those who 
fought, as well as bringing together 
the community. 

The church was originally dedicat¬ 
ed in 1856, and on Palm Sunday in 
1922 - some four years after the end 
of the conflict - the Bishop of Roches¬ 
ter officiated at a service in the then 
Christ Church, Gravesend, to remem¬ 
ber those that had fallen from the 
parish. 

He dedicated the Warriors’ Chapel 
and a memorial plaque, inscribed 
with the names of those killed in ac¬ 
tion, was unveiled. 

However, by 1935 the church was 
in a poor condition due to the age of 
the building and was on the brink of 
almost completely falling apart. 

Therefore a decision was taken to 
dismantle the building and move it 
quite literally brick by brick from its 
original site in the now Christ Church 
Crescent to its present site near Echo 
Square to help meet the needs 
of a town growing increasingly 
southwards. 

During this process the Warriors’ 
Chapel was faithfully recreated but 
the memorial plaque was lost in the 
transfer process. 

Three years ago, however, during 
work in the grounds of the church, 
the plaque was dug up and recovered. 

Much to their dismay, it was dam¬ 
aged and many years in the ground 


had rendered the names illegible. 

Thankfully, members of the church 
have retained a list of the names that 
originally appeared on the plaque 
and have now launched plans to pro¬ 
duce a replica memorial plaque to re¬ 
place the original in the Warriors’ 
Chapel. 

Over the weekend of September 16 
and 17, the church will hold its com¬ 
memoration events to mark the cen¬ 
tenary of the Great War and is look¬ 
ing to reach out to relatives of those 
that gave their lives one hundred 
years ago. 

John Hougham moved to the par¬ 
ish with his late wife Peggy in 1965 
and has held office as church warden 
and parochial church council secre¬ 
tary before becoming a late entry to 
readership in 1998. 

He also worked as commander of St 


John’s Ambulance in Kent and is 
heavily involved in the planning of 
the anniversary events. 

He told KoS: “On the Sunday we 
plan to include in our 10am service 
elements of the 1922 service which 
we have obtained from contemporary 
press coverage. 

“A central part of our service will 
be the dedication by the Bishop of Ro¬ 
chester of a replica memorial plaque 
containing the names of the fallen 
from the First World War. 

“We hope that as many people as 
possible will try to identify grandfa¬ 
thers or great-grandfathers. 

“We are looking for sponsorship for 
the new plaque and hope that as 
many as possible will join us in the 
service of re-dedication.” 

The original plaque will remain in 


the Garden of Remembrance, against 
the east wall of the church. 

Local author and fellow former 
church warden Peter Shearan was 
fascinated by the story and docu¬ 
mented it in a book titled Mrs Finch - 
Church Caretaker, which he began 
writing just after the publication of 
his first book - a history of the church 
called Christ Church, Milton-next- 
Gravesend: 1856-2006: One Hun¬ 
dred and Fifty Years of Service. 

It tells tales of Harriet Finch, “a fas¬ 
cinating woman” who worked in a 
variety of roles at the church well 
over a century ago, living through 
two world wars. 

“I feel as if I’ve come to know her so 
well, even though I never met her,” he 
said. 

“But this whole project is a real 


thrill because Gravesend lost a lot of 
men and I’m a genealogist so I’ve got 
a real interest in trying to track them 
down and making sure they were 
commemorated properly, so this was 
a great opportunity. 

“It’s really important because 
there’s probably a lot of young people 
in the area who don’t know the his¬ 
tory and may have relatives who 
fought in the war, and that’s a big in¬ 
spiration.” 

All proceeds from the sale of Mr 
Shearan’s book will go towards the 
commemoration in September. 

■ Do you know anyone on the list? 
Or do you want to donate to the 
plaque’s restoration? Get in touch 
with our reporter tom.pyman@arch- 
ant.co.uk and we’ll pass on your 
details. 


ARE YOU RELATED TO THE FALLEN ON THE PLAQUE? 

Names on the 

Fred Cosgrove 

Albert J Holden 

William A Sedge 

church memorial: 

Louis C Cosgrove 

Albert E Ives 

George Shrosbree 

Joseph Amos 

Fredk R Dennis 

Duncan MCI Joel 

Vernon B Shorter 

Frank S Atkins 

Frank Dodd 

Edgar C Joel 

Robert W Spice 

John C Betts 

Percy F Dodd 

Vernon King 

John H Surman 

Frederick J Benson 

Charles WElford 

Wilfred F Lambert 

William Tait 

Franklin C Beven 

Harold Ford 

George TLintott 

George R Taylor 

Arthur G Broad 

Charles Fox 

Malcolm C Muirhead 

Christopher V N Vine 

John TBurville 

John N Garbutt 

C Charles H Niblett 

Alfred F Walton 

Felix C Bush 

William Gardiner 

T Howard M Patton 

Stanley A V Ware 

Daniel G Butcher 

George Garland 

John Parsons 

Fredk L West 

George W Chapman 

A W Donald Gibson 

Leslie A A Poynter 

Percival T West 

John H Chawner 

Reginald Goatham 

James Prisley 

Harold Wickens 

Sidney C Christmas 

Francis W Gray 

Edward W Read 

Frank Wilder 

Fredk W Colbourne 

William F Greener 

Eric C Russell 

Henry E Williams 

Frederick J Coppins 

Ernest E Henniker 

Fredk C Sedge 

William A Wright 
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Ten of the best: We take a look at 
who have performed at the peak 


WHILE there is no denying Kent suffers due to its proximity to London when it comes to attracting big 


r « 


MADONNA 

Mote Park, Maidstone \ 

May 10, 2008 

When Radio 1 
announced its annual 
'Big Weekend’ event 
was coming to the 
county town, 
anticipation rocketed. But no-one 
can have imagined the superstar 
nature of its big headliner. 

With the likes of Adele performing 
on the undercard of the two-day 
event at Mote Park (long before she 
became the global icon she is 
now), it was Madonna’s topping of 
the Saturday night which pulled in 
all the headlines. 

Tickets were free - but highly 
sought after after being awarded 
by ballot. With local postcodes 
getting priority, there were still an 
awful lot of disappointed fans 
unable to see her perform. 

Playing under canvas, her focus 
was very much on promoting her 
Hard Candy album. Emerging on 
stage sat on a giant throne, she 
romped through the likes of 4 
Minutes, Candy Shop and Music in 
a short but dynamic set. 


THE BEATLES 

Invicta Ballroom, 

Chatham 
January 12, 1963 

Just a month before they 
entered the studio to 
complete recording ahead 
of the release of their first 
album, Please Please Me, 
the Fab Four made their 
longest trip south to date to 
perform at the Invicta 
Ballroom in Chatham. 
Rising rapidly following 
the success of debut 
single Love Me Do, the 
performance came in the 
week of the release of the 
album’s title track, which 
would fly up to number 
two in the chart - the last of 
their early releases not to 
rise up to the summit of 
the top 40. 

Don’t expect to find the 
building though - it was 
demolished in 1987. The 
Beatles would also play in 
Margate as they were 
catapulted into global 
superstardom. 



ELTONJOHN 

St Lawrence Ground, Canterbury 
June 3, 2006 

A sure sign of the changing face of Kent 
County Cricket Club was when it con¬ 
firmed that it was to start staging major 
outdoor concerts on its hallowed turf. 

And the first was none other than Elton 
John and he bowled up a relentless series 
of big hits to a responsive crowd. 

No stranger to the county, having sold-out 
three night at Leeds Castle in 1999, Sir 
Elton opened with Bennie and the Jets and 
then a romp through his back catalogue of 
hits, finishing off the night with Don’t Let 
the Sun Go Down on me and the memora¬ 
ble Your Song. 

Hailed a success, 
he would next 
return to the 
county last 
summer 
- playing a 
show at the 
Kent Event 
Centre at 
the county 
showground 
in Detling. 



DAVID BOWIE 

Central Hall, Chatham 
June 12, 1973 

Arguably, Ziggy Stardust was the 
ultimate creation of Beckenham’s David 
Bowie - an iconic character wedding 
fashion, sexual ambiguity, and some 
sensational music to create an intoxicat¬ 
ing mix. 

And Kent was fortunate enough to see 
Ziggy in all his pomp and splendour. 

As was often the case, the big acts 
would perform two shows in a day - and 
so Ziggy performed j|. 
matinee and then^ 
evening 
performance 
to sell-out 
crowds. 

Just two weeks 
later he took to the 
stage at London’ 

Hammersmith 
Odeon for 
that 

famous : 
filmed, 
final 
Ziggy 
show. 


NILE RODGERS 

Merton Farm, Canterbury 
July 8, 2012 

The Lounge of the Farm 
festival is mourned by many 

- and perhaps its lasting 
legacy was its ability to book 
bands on the cusp of great¬ 
ness. Or, as was the case with 
Chic - featuring Nile Rodgers 

- on the brink of a remarkable 
revival. 

As Nile Rodgers walked onto 
the stage the crowd was 
modest - by the end, every¬ 
one was on their feet and 
enjoying an amazing ride 
through some megahits which 
he had either performed or 
produced over the years. 

By the time the performance 
was over, he leapt off stage 
and met and posed for 
photographs with those at the 
front of the stage. A few 
months later, his work with 
Daft Punk and Pharrell 
Williams catapulted him back 
into the mainstream again 
and saw him flying high at the 
top of the charts. 
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some of the musical superstars 
of their talents in the county 

name music headliners, there are perhaps more superstars who have performed here than you imagine 


SIMPLYRED 

Bedgebury Pinetum, 

Goudhurst 

June 12, 2010 

Mick Hucknall is one of 
those Marmite performers 
- you either love or hate 
him. But he certainly 
knows how to belt out a 
tune and that was under¬ 
lined by a big crowd for 
one of the increasingly 
popular Forest Live shows, 
where the Forestry 
Commission open up key 
sites for concerts. 

This was part of the band’s 
farewell tour and featured 
a setlist festooned with hit 
singles. 

However, they weren’t to 
stay split up for long. They 
announced they were 
reforming four years later 
and this summer they 
return to Kent to play a 
headline slot at Canter¬ 
bury’s St Lawrence - home 
of the county’s cricket club. 
It is likely to be the county’s 
big show this year. 


PRINCE 

Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 
July 3, 2011 

For years, there were rumours Prince was to 
headline Glastonbury. And every year they 
came to nothing. Then, out of the blue, he 
was suddenly booked to play in a field in 
Kent instead. 

The Hop Farm Festival was desperately 
trying to make a name for itself, and what 
better way to do so than by serving up an 
iconic performer’s first - and now sadly only 
- UK festival performance. 

The performance was a high-energy, 
hits-heavy two hour set which took place as 
the sun set on a warm summer’s day. 

It would prove his final ‘big’ 
show in the south of England 
- London would receive visits 
in 2014 for a series of one-off 
'hit n run’ shows 



'<Uf 

3 ' -0 at 

small 

venues, and he played 
arena shows in Birming¬ 
ham and higher, It 
proved a fitting farewell. I 


MADNESS 

Quex Park, Birchington 
July 24, 2010 

The Nutty Boys have now been 
reformed for longer than their 
original incarnation. And it 
seems we still cannot get 
enough of them since they 
came together again back in 
1992. 

Their performance in Birching¬ 
ton six years ago was blessed 
with good weather and a 
supporting line-up which 
included the likes of the 
Lightning Seeds and The 
Blockheads. 

It certainly got the audience in 
the right mood - and they were 
dancing along to every song 
from start to finish. 

For Madness lead singer Suggs, 
it was something of a homecom¬ 
ing show - his wife’s family live 
just up the road in Whitstable. 
The band’s appetite for Kent 
reared its head last summer 
when they returned for another 
outdoor show - this time at the St 
Lawrence Ground in Canter¬ 
bury. 


PUBLIC IMAGE LTD 

Rochester Castle 
July 28, 2012 

He is something of an acquired taste, but there is 
no denying the legendary status of John Lydon 
- better known to many as Sex Pistols’ frontman 
Johnny Rotten. 

While his career trajectory has certainly taken 
him into more mainstream territory over recent 
years - I’m A Celebrity... anyone? - his musical 
catalogue remains highly cherished by legions of 
loyal fans. 

And fresh off the release of This is PiL - his band’s 
critically acclaimed new album - he performed in 
Rochester. Tickets weren’t sold out, but the show 
was the normal high-energy, loud, performance 
that kept the fans happy and wrote another 
chapter in Kent’s live music book. 



CLIFFRICHARD 

Leeds Castle 
July 25, 2004 

Sir Cliff is one of 
those performers 
whose nigh-on 
rabid fanbase will 
hear not a word said 
against him. Nor 
will they allow any 
concert at which he 
is performing 
remain anything 
other than sold out. 
Little wonder, then, 
that this memorable 
performace at 
Leeds Castle was 
well attended. Not 
only that, but the 
performance lived 
on with a DVD 
release too. 

The set-list was 
vintage Cliff, with 
hits such as the 
Young Ones, Move 
It, Summer Holiday, 
We Don’t Talk 
Anymore and 
Wired for Sound. 





E POLICE & CRIME 

NO commissioner 


Vote for 

Henry BOLTON OBE 
4L on 5 th May 2016 | 



www.henrybolton.org 

f Henry Bolton V ^ HBoltonAPCC 


About Henry BOLTON: 

• Former Police Officer 

• Former Army Officer 

• Police award for outstanding bravery 

• OBE for services to international security 

• Head of the International Police in 
Central Croatia 

• UK bi-lateral organised crime, strategic 
security reform and intelligence adviser to the 
Macedonian Minister of Interior 

• Head of border security programmes for the 
world's largest security organisation, the 
Organisation for Security & Cooperation in 
Europe, and its 56 governments 

• Described as one of the world's leading experts 
on border management strategies 

• District Governor for the United Nations 

• Refugee Crisis Management Adviser to the 
Albanian Prime Minister's Office 

• Head of International Ceasefire Operations in 
Skopje, Macedonia 

• Served 27 months in Helmand, Afghanistan 


Promoted by: Frank McKenna, 52b Broadmead Rd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5AP on behalf of Henry Bolton of the UK independence Party, The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2LR 
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TRANSPORT SERVICE ACROSS KENT & SUSSEX ■ TOP OF THE EAST SUSSEX GCSE LEAGUE TABLE 


Claremont 

INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL 


NURSERY & PREP SCHOOL 

Friday 6th & Saturday 7th May • 9.30am 


NURSERY | PREPARATORY 

Baldslow, St Leonards-on-Sea 
East Sussex TN37 7PW 

01424 751555 


SENIOR | SIXTH FORM 

Bodiam, Robertsbridge 
East Sussex TN32 5UJ 

01580 830396 


FIND OUT MORE 

enquiries@claremontschool.co.uk 

www.claremontschool.co.uk 


- 1pm 


SENIOR SCHOOL & SIXTH FORM 

Saturday 7th May • 9.30am - 1pm 


Ofsted 

Outstanding 


OPEN MORNINGS 


36 Week ending May 1,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



























• ■ ' 


St George inspires celebrations 



Across the county, thousands turned out to celebrate the patron saint of England last weekend in a 
variety of colourful parades and special events. We take a look at some of the remarkable sights... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


C ELEBRATIONS to mark St 
George’s Day took place 
across the county last 
weekend, as big crowds 
flocked to celebrate the 
patron saint of England. 

Among the biggest events were at 
Dover Castle where a special medie¬ 
val village was re-created, and at 
Medway’s Riverside Country Park in 
Rainham, where the annual English 
Festival was staged. 

Other public events took place in¬ 
cluding in Maidstone and Dartford. 

In Gravesend, some 700 children 
from 15 schools in the Gravesham 
area helped take part in Gravesham’s 
annual St George’s Day parade. 

The aim of the event - organised 
by Cohesion Plus in partnership with 
Kent Equality Cohesion Council sup¬ 
ported by Gravesham Borough 
Council - was to celebrate the patron 
saint and bring together the diverse 
communities in Gravesham to cele¬ 
brate this important day. 

Before the procession started there 
was entertainment in the town cen¬ 
tre with performances by the Pre¬ 
mier Brass Band and the Bollywood 
Brass Band which warmed up the 
gathering crowd. 

Along with the schools the parade 
also featured special guests the Lord 
Lieutenant of Kent, The Viscount De 
Lisle and the mayor of Gravesham 
Michael Wenban as well as stilt 
walkers and comedy medieval jest¬ 
ers Payne and Pearce. 

The parade went up the High 
Street into King Street, through St 
George’s Shopping Centre and then 
headed back through town before 
finishing on Community Square. 

At its climax, the 700 schoolchil- 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


MULTICULTURAL: England’s rich cultural mix celebrated the big day 


dren sang Happy Birthday to the 
Queen before listening to the Lord 
Lieutenant, who is the Queen’s rep¬ 
resentative in Kent, thank everyone 
for their participation. 

Following some further entertain¬ 
ment the flag of St George was raised 


and three cheers shouted. 

Gurvinder Sandher, who led on 
the organisation of the celebrations, 
said: “I was very pleased with what 
we were able to achieve working in 
partnership with Gravesham Bor¬ 
ough Council and Arts Council Eng- 
East 


CROWD: 

Gravesend 
turns on 
the style 


land. There is great support for St 
George’s Day here in Gravesham and 
it was so pleasing to see the local 
community come out and support 
the event and to see so many people 
wave the flag of St George made me 
proud.” 


He added: “I really think other 
towns could learn a lesson from 
what we are doing here and use 
events like St George’s Day to bring 
all the different communities togeth¬ 
er as one regardless of faith or 
ethnicity.” 


Week ending May 1,2016 37 
















mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 
55. Enjoys keeping fit, 
socialising and travel, WLTM 
similar male for relationship. 
Text only Mailbox: 5453851 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421427 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3006 Box 421657 
FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

SINGLE late 60s female, n/s, 
GSOH, likes going out and being 
active, not fun on my own, 
seeking single male, 66-70, n/s, 
with GSOH, to share each 
others interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421433 
KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine 
man for caring relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


LUCY first time advertiser, 
32yrs, tall slim blonde airline 
worker, seeks discreet gent, any 
status for casual fling. 
Looks/age unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3026 Box: 420237 
MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421429 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and 
broadminded, seeks no strings 
fun with chap any age, must be 
discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3038 
Box:407953 

FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, size 
14, blonde, bubbly, GSOH, 
warm, loving, kind and caring, 
loves music, animals, seaside, 
looking for that special 
someone. Text only Mailbox: 
4715158 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
GENUINE single female 49, 
seeking good-natured, 

intelligent, polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox: 4198603 
PAMELA, 33yrs, has a naughty 
side which she wants to share 
with similar minded discreet 
gent. You should be 30+ and 
have a wicked SOH. Box: 
4031004 Text only 


JESS, London based but can trav¬ 
el and accommodate, 39yrs, 
recently single and looking for no 
strings fun, may lead to more but 
not yet. Gents 40+ please, open 
minded, discreet and fun. Box: 
4107546 Text only 


ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, caring 
gentleman, 60 years +. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421039 
SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking etc, 
seeks male, single, slim 65-70, n/s, 
with similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 420091 
SLIM female GSOH, 5'3, Likes 
walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests N/S 
GSOH, easy going. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4762600 
MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419657| 

CHANTELLE, 5~ft3 light 

brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
MARIE, very lonely middle-aged 
woman, looking for a kind hearted 
older man, late 70s/early 80s for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418955 $ 


JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416349 |§ 

HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407383 

KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most things 
in life and a good laugh, looking for 
a similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4722127 


JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft , 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416349 I 

ALISON 39, petite with long brown 
hair, hazel eyes, very loving, 
seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517 i 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


TIRED DF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 


JOIN OUR NEW MATCHMAKER SERVICE HOW!] 


SINGLES IN YOUR AREA 
ARE LOOKING FDR FUN' 
ROMANCE AND MAYBE 


r* 

TEXTfkli 


JOIN THEM NOW! 

ir$?A$ SIMPLEAS 


_ib can be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messages are responded 

to by reabervice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If anainging a meeting be sure to chose a pubfic 
space aid do not give personal details to people you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 
Help: 0207720 7130or email: support@jmedia.co.uk 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


RACHEL late 40s, blonde, blue 
eyes and very voluptuous. Looking 
for a kind, caring honest man. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418741 0 

ESSEX lady, mid 60's, adaptable, 
seeking nice male, likes most 
things. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:418537 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418117 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 
5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 | 

FEMALE, 59, GSOH, many 
interests, seeks caring male for fun 
friendship maybe more, genuine 
calls only. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4819793 

GORGEOUS flower, Ashford Kent, 
51, larger lady, large personality, 
easy going, seeks male who likes 
dogs, animals for relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417435 ! 


SLIM, 5ft 6 white male WLTM 18 to 
42 year old lady for friendship. Text 
only Mailbox: 5441709 
LEON, single Dad, recently wid¬ 
owed, 55yrs, very kind and gener¬ 
ous would love to meet a kind lady, 
looks not important but must love 
children. Box: 4068577 Text only 
MALE, 58, very outgoing, looking 
for attractive female, slim to 
medium build, for adult fun and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421883 | 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 5ft5, 
I enjoy eating out, walking, holidays 
and golf, WLTM a slim, attractive 
lady, 60-68, for a loving, tender 
relationship, to enjoy these times 
with Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:421853 i 

MALE, 55 looking for mature lady 
for outings and adult fun, easy 
going, GSOH, nice looking and a 

bit shy Text only Mailbox: 
4922399 


JIM 45, slim 5'8, blue eyes, short 
brown hair, very fit, would like to 
meet older lady for regular N S A 
fun East Sussex. Text only 
Mailbox: 4529089 
NEIL, Looking to meet lady for fun, 
possible LTR with someone 
special, accom and travel 
w/Sussex, age/looks unimportant. 
Text only Mailbox: 4435323 
WIDOWER 67, N/S, likes real ale, 
country music, gardening, DIY, 
seeks N/S female for lots of TLC. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381143 

CHRIS widower, likes DIY, 
gardening, nights out, rock and roll, 
N/S, looking for LTR with female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410191 | 

MALE, 6ft, slim, 67, divorced, 
retired, likes social drinks, meals 
out, nights in and all other, WLTM 
lady with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421351 $ 
MATURE cross dressing guy, 
seeking lady willing to apply a full 
make over and give a manicure 
and pedicure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421341 


MALE 38, good-looking, GSOH, 
seeks lady, 35-55 for laughter 
and lots of fun. Kent/Sussex. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
369301 

CALM, kind and good company, 
male seeking a lovely lady for 
good times and fun and loving. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419733| 

MATTHEW, five foot eleven, 
looking for a mature lady for 
discreet friendship and a few 
laughs. Dartford area. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

419469 I 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
just retired, own house, likes 
holidays, reading, cinema, WLTM 
similar professional lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 420767 
MALE, 60, medium build, gosh, 
seeks attractive female, under 
50, for no strings, discreet, 
daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420621 | 

CLINT, 37, kind, caring, honest 
and WLTM someone of any age 
who is similar and looking for a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419951 | 
HEALTHY 61yr old male, N/S, 
medium build, likes France, 
cooking, gardening, seeks 
female, 50-60 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 286360 


DAVE 46, seeks active female 
for walking, climbing and 
outdoor fun. Days out and 
evenings in. Friendly and GSOH. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
5338933 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman; 

just retired, own house, loves 
holidays, WLTM a lady for meals 
out, and to enjoy each others 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 419751 
SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 I 
HUBERT, lives in Rochester, 
single, lonely, looking for 
someone to get together with and 
make something happen and 
enjoy the rest of life with! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

420049 | 



Sim ply T ext: 

~~ Then send to 

> 80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs 11. SO per message. To STOP tent 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMediaUK 
Ltd. SW4 7BX Need Help? Call 0207 720 7130 


ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 

56ft, romantic, easy going, PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- exciting times, meals out, 
75 for quality discreet fun times, weekends away, cosy nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025 418077 i 


YOUNG 50s male looking for KEN 61, 6ft, slim, likes socialising, 
discreet daytime kisses and drinking, animals, countryside, 
cuddles with nice female. Kent and seaside, meals out, seeks similar 
Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 lady. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
Box No: 421601 | No: 333017 

FEMININE sensual female, slim- SHY male seeks confident, strong 
medium build wanted by slim, kind willed lady, to take the lead for 
male for daytime meets, maybe mutual fun, looks/age unimportant, 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box ACA Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:414809 No:421223 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes eating/nights MALE, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
in/out seeks loving female for LTR. divorced gent, looking to date calm 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
404013 515 7112 Box No: 421195 @ 


BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4103771§ 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:420163 § 
NEVILLE 5ft 6ins, Caribbean, 
likes wine, nights in, seeks 
female to spend the rest of his life 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:333911 


GARETH handsome 40’s pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 | 

MALE 56, likes good 
conversation, seeks older lady for 
discreet friendly fun, 50 plus. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419201 g 

YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking 
special lady to spoil for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909| 


MICK 

50, 
seeks 

attractive female 
for nice times out, 
genuine calls only. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 
PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium ' 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic male, 
44, likes meals out, cinema, music, 
holidays, seeks female, 30-55 for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:250195 

Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


ALAN, 68, straight acting gay man, 
kind, caring with GSOH, likes 
sport, art and going on holidays, 
looking for another gay man. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421529| 

EASYGOING guy, 62 , likes 
outdoors, countryside, walks, 
seeks slim, N/S quiet guy for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
333477 

MATURE bi male seeks similar for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 4641909 
GAY male, 68, likes walks, books, 
seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411413 | 
ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, bi- 
curious, I'm very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357 £ 


H 


Follow us 
on 

@% ii.i 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 25/04/16 
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_E POLICE & CRIME 

nQ commissioner 


Vote for 

Henry BOLTON OBE 
^ on 5 th May 2016 



www.henrybolton.org 

f Henry Bolton >0 HBoltonAPCC 


Police & Crime Commissioners must take into account the need to "protect the UK border, 
the critical national infrastructure, civil nuclear sites, transport systems, and the public."* 


IF THIS WAS A JOB INTERVIEW, WHAT EXPERIENCE WOULD YOU WANT YOUR 
NEW KENT PCC TO HAVE? SENIOR LEADERSHIP? FORMER ARMY OFFICER? 
FORMER POLICE OFFICER WITH POLICE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING BRAVERY? 
DIPLOMATIC? WORLD LEADING EXPERT ON SECURING BORDERS? HUMANITARIAN? 


About Henry BOLTON: 

• Former Police Officer 

• Former Army Officer 

• Police award for outstanding bravery 

• OBE for services to international security 

• Head of the International Police 
in Central Croatia 

• UK bi-lateral organised crime, strategic 
security reform and intelligence adviser to 
the Macedonian Minister of Interior 

• Head of border security programmes for 
the world's largest security organisation, 
the Organisation for Security & 
Cooperation in Europe, and its 56 
governments 

• Described as one of the world's leading 
experts on border management strategies 

• District Governor for the United Nations 

• Refugee Crisis Management Adviser to the 
Albanian Prime Minister's Office 

• Head of International Ceasefire Operations 
in Skopje, Macedonia 

• Served 27 months in Helmand, Afghanistan 


Henry BOLTON's manifesto pledges: 

• Enhance rural policing & the links between our communities and 
our police, including the introduction of Parish Constables with full 
police powers. 

• Take on organised crime 

• Strengthen border security 

• Tackle Anti-Social Behaviour and establish a specialist support and 
advice centre that will help individuals and communities 

• Maintain present levels of support to victims of crime and to the 
Sexual Assaults Referral centre 

• Support the NHS and mental healthcare provider to strengthen 
support to those at risk before it is necessary for the police to 
get involved. 

• Apply very public pressure to ensure that the solutions to Operation 
STACK are comprehensively considered and not compromised by 
commercial interests or the narrow interests of individual local 
authorities 

• Work to overcome the obstacles to Gurkhas being recruited into the 
police and campaign for the award of non-vocational qualifications 
recognising the training and experience of police officers and staff 

• Oppose privatisation of law enforcement functions 

To find out how Henry Bolton will do these things, 
read his manifesto at: henrybolton.org 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live 9 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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CLASSIC : The stage version will feature all of the major hits from the original film, including Hungry Eyes and (I’ve Had) The Time of My Life 


ms rnyinm ana romance 

The classic coming-of-age drama has packed out theatres around the world 


A STAGE production oi 
Dirty Dancing will be 
playing in Kent this 
year, recreating the, ro¬ 
mance, hit songs and 
dance moves of the classic film. 

Dirty Dancing - The Classic Story 
on Stage is returning to the UK fol¬ 
lowing two blockbuster West End 
runs, two hit UK tours and a 
number of international produc¬ 
tions. 

Set in the summer of 1963, the 
show tells the story of Frances 
‘Baby’ Houseman, who is on holi¬ 
day with her parents in the Catskill 
Mountains with her older sister and 
parents. 

When she stumbles across an all- 
night dance party at the staff quar¬ 
ters, she becomes mermerised by 
the raunchy dance moves and 
pounding rhythms. 

Baby yearns to be part of the 


scene, especially when she catches 
sight of Johnny Castle, the resort’s 
dance instructor. 

The two fiercely independent 
young spirits from different worlds 
soon come together in what will be 
the most challenging and trium¬ 
phant summer of their lives. 

The production stars Lewis Grif¬ 
fiths as Johnny Castle. Mr Griffiths 
has recently starred as as Nick Mas- 
si on the UK tour of Jersey Boys, and 
has also appeared in Ghost, Legally 
Blonde, Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, Rent and Whistle Down the 
Wind. 

Katie Hartland will make her 
professional musical theatre debut 
as Baby Houseman, having gradu¬ 
ated from the Royal Central School 
of Speech and Drama in 2015. 

Carlie Milner will star as Penny 
Johnson, having joined the ensem¬ 
ble in 2014. 


Dirty Dancing was a huge hit 
when it appeared in cinemas in 
1987 and has earned over $200 
million at the box office worldwide, 
despite being made on a budget of 
just $9 million. 

It helped to launch the career of 
Patrick Swayze, who went on to 
star in Ghost, Point Break and 
Donnie Darko. 

The stage production will feature 
the hit songs of the original motion 
picture, including Hungry Eyes, 
Hey! Baby, Do You Love Me? and 
(I’ve Had) The Time Of My Life. 

It has been relaunched with an 
innovative new creative team - di¬ 
rected by Federico Bellone, choreo¬ 
graphed by Gillian Bruce and with 
design reimagined by top Italian set 
designer Roberto Comotti. 

The production premiered in Mi¬ 
lan in July 2015, before packing out 
the 15,000-seat Roman Arena in 


Verona. It has played a season in 
Rome and will shortly be embark¬ 
ing on a major Italian tour. 

Dirty Dancing - The Classic Story 
on Stage opened at London’s Ald- 
wych Theatre in 2006 with a 
record-breaking advance of £15 
million, making it the fastest-ever 
selling show in the West End’s 
history. 

It later went on to became the 
longest-running show in the histo¬ 
ry of the Aldwych Theatre, enjoy¬ 
ing a five-year run. 

The show has been successful 
throughout the world, entertaining 
audiences across Europe, the US, 
Canada, South Africa, Hong Kong 
and Singapore. 

It will appear at The Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, on September 1, 
2016 and run until September 10. 
Tickets are priced between £22 and 
£45.50. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 
Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 *ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 





Free Drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


Join us for a private party break featuring 60s bands The Fortunes and The Ivy 
League at the 4-star Hinckley Island Hotel nestled in the heart of Leicestershire 
near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. Relax in the hotel's indoor pool and 
fitness suite, the Triumph Sports Bar and Piazza Lounge Bar, or venture out to 
nearby attractions, before dinner and a fun-packed evening both nights. 
INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • Free use of leisure facilities 
• 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free 
Parking 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Super Summer Private 
Party - for over 40s only. Our fun-packed weekend features 70s chart toppers 
Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the movie plus Abba and Rod 
Stewart tributes. Entertainment is virtually non-stop from Friday to Sunday 
evening and you'll also enjoy free drinks every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • Free Parking 


Back to the 60s Premium 

Carry on New Year Party - Warner Bembridge, 
Isle of Wight - Friday, 6 Jan, 2017-Quote: NY1-2-K0S 

Join us for a private party that extends the New Year festivities and takes us on a 
trip down memory lane - for over 40s only - at Warner Bembridge, on the seafront 
on the Isle of Wight. Our weekend break includes a gala New Year's Eve party, lots of 
nostalgic fun and Free Drinks every night. We've lined up a super entertainment 
programme featuring tributes to the Beatles, the Stylistics and Tom Jones plus the 
ever-popular team pantomime. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 3 nights en-suite room in main hotel upgrades available • Return car ferry 
& Free Parking 

Private Events - You cannot book these self- 


Spring Back to the 60s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday, 10 March, 2017 - Quote: PP3-K0S 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Spring Party - for over 40s 
only - to blow away the winter cobwebs. We've lined up a brilliant entertainment 
showbill featuring Marty Wilde and the Wildcats, Cupids Inspiration, Swinging 
Blue Jeans, Glenn Darren and the Krewcats, Dave Berry PLUS The Cilia Show. Enjoy 
non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to Sunday evening and free drinks 
every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • Free Parking 

-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


60s Party Break 

4-Star Hinckley Island Flotel, Leics 

Friday, 17 June, 2016 - Quote HK6-K0S 


Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 

Friday, 8 July, 2016 - Quote: SS7-KOS 
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Pirate DJ rewinds to the start 
of career for 50th anniversary 


Thank You For The Music 


THE world’s longest-running 
ABBA concert show, Thank You 
For The Music, is coming to 
Canterbury this summer. 

Featuring the group’s biggest 
hits, it will be at The Marlowe 
Theatre on July 11. 




ANNIVERSARY: Roger Day still broadcasts from his home studio 50 years after entering the business 


By Simon Allin 

simon.aLLin@archantco.uk 


A PIRATE DJ from Maid¬ 
stone is celebrating his 
50th anniversary by 
heading back to where 
it all began - the 
Dreamland Ballroom in 
Margate. 

Roger ‘Twiggy’ Day started out 
half a century ago and is still in the 
business at the age of 70. 

He has an army of loyal fans on 
BBC Radio Kent and also broad¬ 
casts from his home via his own 
internet station, Uncool Radio. 

Mr Day is celebrating the 50- 
year milestone with a tour of his 
old haunts, Fifty Shades of Day, 
which kicks off in Margate on Sat¬ 
urday, May 7. 

He said: “They say DJs never die, 
they just fade away. But I have no 
intention of fading away just yet.” 

Mr Day’s parents expected him 
to get a’proper’ job as an account¬ 
ant but after an appearance on 
Southern TV’s music quiz Pop The 
Question, he was invited to play at 
Dreamland Fun Park. 

Yearning for a job on the radio, 
in 1966-at the age of 21-he went 
to London to blag his way into a 


Radio London gig at the Marquee 
Club. 

He was hired by Swinging Radio 
England and worked aboard the 
former Second World War Ameri¬ 
can supply ship MV Olga Patricia 
moored four miles off the Essex 
coast at Frinton-on-Sea. 

“It was the beginning of a won¬ 
derful voyage of discovery,” Mr 
Day said. 

He later enjoyed a stint at the 


legendary Radio Caroline, which 
helped to launch the careers of sev¬ 
eral other famous DJs, including 
Tony Blackburn and Tommy 
Vance. 

Mr Day had also been appearing 
in Kent nightclubs, working with 
bands such as Vanity Fair, Chicory 
Tip and Edison Lighthouse. 

When commercial radio came to 
the UK, a host of new stations 
sprang up around the country, 


and Mr Day worked for many of 
them, including Manchester’s Pic- 
adilly Radio, Bristol’s Radio West 
and Pirate FM in Cornwall. 

He currently presents a Sunday 
evening show on Radio Kent and 
maintains he is ‘growing old, dis¬ 
gracefully’. 

Roger Day’s Fifty Shades of Day 
with the UK Beachboys, Dream¬ 
land Ballroom, Margate, Saturday 
May 7, 8pm-2am. Tickets £19.95. 


Racism put in the spotlight 


WORKLIGHT Theatre’s award-winning show 
Labels will stop off at The Theatre Royal, 
Margate on May 19 

The show was inspired by a racism and 
equality workshop, led by Oscar-winning 
writer, actor and activist Emma Thompson, in 
2009. 


Godfather of Neo-Soul 


GODFATHER of Neo-Soul Roy 
Ayres is heading to The 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford, on 
Monday, May 9. 

The musician’s work has 
been sampled by artists such 
as Mary J Blige and 50 Cent. 



Health service examined 


THIS Might Hurt, the latest play by one of the 
nation’s favourite playwrights John Godber, will 
be at The Theatre Royal, Margate, this year. 

Featuring bleak humour, it tells the shocking 
true story of one family’s experiences with an 
embattled health service. 

The play will be shown on November 3. 



0 An Ellen Kent production featuring international 

SOLOISTS, FULL ORCHESTRA 6c H 1CNLY-PRAJSED CHORUS 
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ATGTICKETSC ©^FOLKESTONE* (itKC rrn 


SUNDAY 8TH MAY 7 + 30PM 
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Innovative dance display 


A NEW generation of dancers 
will show off their moves at The 
Gulbenkian, Canterbury, on 
May 10. 

EDge features pieces by the 
most innovative choreogra¬ 
phers working in dance today 



TV comic in Canterbury 


COMEDIAN Sara Pascoe is stopping off in 
Canterbury this summer on her new tour, 
ANIMAL - a show about empathy and its 
limitations. 

Ms Pascoe, who has appeared on numerous 
TV comedy shows, will be performing at the 
city’s Gulbenkian Theatre on May 13. 


Bee Gees tribute show 


TRIBUTE act The Magic of the 
Bee Gees will bring the group’s 
biggest hits to Herne Bay this 
summer. 

The show will be at Strode 
Park Theatre on Saturday, July 
23. 



Artist shortlisted for prize 

CANTERBURY-BASED artist Magz Hall has 
been shortlisted to develop a proposal for a 
£30,000 Arts Council-funded art commission in 
one of England’s public forests. 

Over the next six months, she will benefit 
from a research and development period 
before the winning artist is announced. 


Jackie editor 'thrilled' 
by musical homage 


By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


A NEW musical is 

coming to Kent this 
summer inspired by 
Jackie, a teen 
magazine that started 
life in the 1960s. 

The show tells the story of a 
middle-aged divorcee called Jackie 
who revisits her old stash of 
magazines to gain advice on how 
to deal with the opposite sex. 

Nina Myskow was editor of the 
magazine back in the 1970s and 
she told Kent on Sunday she was 
‘astounded’ when she heard about 
plans for the musical. 

“Who would have imagined you 
could make a musical out of a 
magazine aimed at teens in the 
1970s,” she said. “I was absolutely 
thrilled.” 

Written by Mike James, the 
production features the era’s most 
beloved and memorable hits, 
including the sounds of pop idols 
Donny Osmond, David Cassidy 
and Marc Bolan played live on 
stage. 

“It is a fantastic night out and a 
really uplifting experience,’’Mrs 



Myskow said. 

“It is not just a jukebox musical; 
it is a story where you really care 
about what happens to Jackie, and 
the people who go to see it really 
empathise with her, 

“Anybody who likes 70s music 
will love it. Daughters and 
husbands sometimes get dragged 
along and they enjoy it - suddenly 
they are up and dancing.” 

Mrs Myskow said the show’s 
popularity is an indication of how 
much it meant to its readers. 

“Jackie was like a big sister,” she 


said. “I think because we took such 
care of readers they felt cared for, 
and that is why it still has an appeal. 

“I think it is very sad that there 
is no way for a magazine like 
Jackie to exist in this day and age,” 
she added. “To think that I had 
some part in it is very thrilling for 
me and very satisfying. It has 
come full circle for me. It is lovely.” 

Jackie The Musical will be at The 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford from 
Tuesday, June 14 to Saturday, June 
18, with tickets priced between 
£18 and £35. 



THRILLED: Former editor Nina 
Myskow, third from left, with cast 



UPLIFTING: Jackie features 
some of the biggest hits of the 70s 



Hawkinge Community Centre & 
Folkestone Nepalese Community 
supported by Hawkinge Town Council 

A concert by the 
Band of the Brigade 
of Gurkhas 

Saturday 14th May 2016 

Hawkinge Community Centre 
7.30pm (doors 6.45pm) 

Tickets £10 from 
the Community Centre 

Licensed Bar 


01303 894857 

www.hawkingecommunitycentre.co.uk 

Proceeds in aid of the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust 



KENTISH 

— CEREMONY 

www.akentishceremony.com 

The only official Kent County Council 
ceremonies magazine and website 



Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentishceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 
For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 


■Vi*-. ^ 
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met ourger cnain releases cook dook 

-J 

Byron’s guide offers readers the simple rules and ingredients to producing delicious hamburgers... 


I T’S never too early for a burger, 
not even at 10am on a gloomy 
Wednesday morning, and espe¬ 
cially not when the burger in 
question is a Byron burger. 
Gourmet burger chain Byron 
launched in 2007 in London, and 
now, just shy of a decade later, there 
are more than 60 restaurants - and 
counting - nationwide. 

The brainwave of burger-obsessed 
entrepreneur, Tom Byng, in 2011 he 
brought on board head chef Fred 
Smith, who was knocking about at 
The Admiral Codrington pub in Chel¬ 
sea, creating innovative burgers of his 
own. 

Smith now spends most of his time 
in the test kitchen concocting new 
Byron specials - he’s the man behind 


the much-loved Chilli Queen burger - 
but I dragged him out to show me be¬ 
hind the scenes, and teach me how to 
make Byron-style burgers from 
scratch, all in honour of their debut 
recipe collection, Byron: The Cook¬ 
book. 

“There is no secret to cooking; it’s 
just lots of simple things done well,” 
says Smith, explaining how he sees 
this book as a chance for home cooks 
to have some fun. “I always see reci¬ 
pes as a guideline.” 

So he’s not worried about letting 
people in on his inventions? 

“I like to share. A lot of chefs are 
like, ‘Ooh, secret recipes!’ but it’s like, 
‘Come on guys!”’ 

And so, we begin... It turns out, the 
first thing you need to get your hands 



BURGER KING?: Tom Byng, the 
man behind gourmet chain Byron 


on is a meat grinder, because the only 
way to make a proper hamburger pat- 
tie is with pure chuck steak. 

Step away from the packets of 
mince, at all costs avoid mixing in an 
egg, breadcrumbs and crunchy 
chunks of onion: hamburgers should 
be pure, freshly-ground beef. And, 
Smith tells me, you shouldn’t even 
season it until it hits the grill, or the 
meat will dry out. 

“I’ve always loved burgers, I lived in 
America for a year when I was about 
eight and that’s possibly where it start¬ 
ed, but we are the McDonald’s genera¬ 
tion,” he muses, recalling summer 
spent in New York with a chef friend 
eating nothing but hamburgers that 
really caught his imagination. 

“We spent a couple of days going 


from place to place, hitting about 10 
or 11 joints, and I was just like, ‘Gosh, 
what’s going on over here? How are 
we not doing this in London?”’ 

Between finely shredding lettuce 
and slicing perfect rings of red onion 
(no more than five rings to a burger is 
the rule), 

All the Byron favourites are in the 
book, alongside courgette fries and 
big sharing platters of Buffalo wings 
and nachos. 

We frazzled some streaky bacon, 
slathered on some of Byron’s signa¬ 
ture sauce, and grilled a perfect, me¬ 
dium cooked pattie, and squashed it 
all between a softly-toasted bun. 

It was delicious, even if I do say so 
myself. You just can’t beat a burger, 
especially when it’s this simple. 


Miles Jupp’s new show 

COMEDIAN Miles Jupp is bringing his 
new show Songs of Freedom to the 
county in October. 

Starting at 7.30pm on October 12, the 
multi-talented host of the News Quiz is 
performing at the Theatre Royal Margate. 

Subjects to be covered include astronauts, 
regrets, the sexes, social media and hipsters. 

Tickets are £14.50. For more information, 
call the box office on 01843 292795. 


Graeme of Thrones 

I AFTER a sold-out, critically acclaimed 
West End season, Graeme of Thrones 
is setting out on a 35-date UK tour and will be 
at Dartford’s Orchard Theatre on June 4. 

The comedy takes a unique journey 
through the Seven Kingdoms with an avid fan 
and his friends as they attempt to show the 
world how the series should have been made! 

To book tickets or for information, visit 
orchardtheatre.co.uk or call 01322 220000. 


Tale of real Dare Devil 

IN 1936 with Fascism threatening the 
Spanish people, Clem ‘Dare Devil’ 
Beckett felt that his place was in freedom’s 
rank and joined many other volunteers that 
formed the International Brigades. 

On Noember 7, Neil Gore’s play Dare 
Devil Rides To Jarama tells of the speedway 
star’s bid to defeat Franco’s fascist army. 

For more details or for tickets, call the 
Theatre Royal Margate on 01843 292795. 


The Cat In The Hat 

DR Seuss’s The Cat In The Hat will play 
at The Orchard Theatre from Thursday 
2 to Saturday, June 4, as part of a major tour. 

From the moment his tall, red-and-white- 
striped hat appears around the door, Sally 
and her brother know that the cat in the hat is 
the funniest, most mischievous cat they have 
ever met. 

To book tickets or for information, visit 
orchardtheatre.co.uk or call 01322 220000. 






„ UNBEATABLE 

I DEPARTURES PRICES! 


COSTA BRAVA 

3 & 4 Star 
ALL INCLUSIVE 
HOTELS 

KIDS 

CAN GO 
FROM 

£99 

r low J 

DEPOSIT 

ONLY 

10 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 

g189 

PER ADULT 

(other durations available) 

Price includes Luxury Coach Travel 
(Flight holidays also available from most UK airports) 

r 10 Days/7 Nights 

May. from .£ 189 

June from £274 

July . from . £309 

Aug from .£354 

Sept ...from. £239 

Oct. from .£224 


Fabulous holidays available to Benidorm, Lloret, Malgrat, 
Santa Susanna, Pineda, Calella, Salou. Subject to Brochure Conditions 

ALL HOTELS HAVE SWIMMING POOL, 

NEAR THE BEACH, SHOPS, BARS AND NIGHTLIFE 


FULL BOARD 
from E2D9 


HALF BOARD 
from £174 


SELF CATERING 
from £143 


GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE TODAY! 

TEL: 01443 844222H 

coach .co.uk 


Find over... 




.dentists in London 

on localsearch24. 

kxai search ?-xo.uk 

your trusted local directory 



NEED A 
LOCAL 
FLORIST? 


Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help 
you find it 


localsearchTKco.uk 

your trusted local directory 



ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


m|keivs h|i 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


CE1B 

DOMESTIC /N 
INSTALLER l±J 



In Aid of The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 

Registered Charity 283483 

®®®TT & SUING FAYRE AND 
MARKET 
SATURDAY 7TH MAW 

at Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, CT4 6AN 

Boots from 8am (cars £6.50 / vans £10) • Farmers’ Market Bookings 01303 862622 
Entertainment from 12 noon • The Hythe Town Concert Band 
Dizzy O’Dare’s Giant Balloon Show (in assoc with Applause Outdoors) 

Sheep Shearing ~ Arena Displays ~ Classic Cars & More! 

Hot & Cold Refreshments 
Raffle & Tombola ~ Lots of stalls 
Admission by donation - Ample free parking 




Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


FANTASTIC SPRING 
OFFER! 

A PIE + PINT + 18 HOLES 
£25 PER PERSON 

(MAX 2 TEE TIMES) 

Monday - Friday 
To book ring 01227 831126 
PLEASE QUOTE "Pie n Pint Special" 


for full details visit our website 

www.broomepark.co.uk 

Offer ends 31 st July 2016 


Text BROOME to 67000 
for a chance to WIN a 
round of golf 
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Bank Holiday Fun 


Come rain or 
shine have a 
great time! 

Our county has so much to offer so why 
not explore it over the long weekend? 


T HE weather forecast may 
not be sufficient to put a 
spring in your step this 
weekend - but don’t let it 
create a dark cloud over 
your ability to have a great time. 

We are truly blessed in this county 
to have a vast range of attractions 
and things to do right on our door¬ 
step - and whether its dodging the 
downpours or heading indoors to the 
warm hospitality of our pubs, restau¬ 
rants, garden centres or cinemas, 
there’s something for everyone. 


Should the rain steer clear, then 
what better way to spend the day 
than exploring our coastline followed 
by a family feast at a warm and wel¬ 
coming eatery? 

Or perhaps a stroll through the 
woods to see carpets of vibrant blue¬ 
bells nestling amid the trees and 
green shoots of spring. 

Maybe you could dust off the walk¬ 
ing boots and follow one of the nu¬ 
merous routes which stretch across 
our breathtaking countryside. 

And that’s not to mention the cas¬ 



tles, the wildlife parks, the marinas, 
the gardens and, yes, even the shop¬ 
ping centres if you’re in need of a little 
prolonged retail therapy. 

So many of our major tourist destina¬ 
tions will be rolling out the red carpet to 
pull in the crowds during this long 
weekend, with everything from celebra¬ 
tions at our castles, to variety in our vil¬ 
lages, you will be spoilt for choice. 

Inside this special section, we speak 
to an author who believes the best 
way to get the most from your chil¬ 


dren is to put down the tablets and 
the phones and get out into the great 
outdoors. Few would argue with that 
in an era where technology seems to 
eat up so much of our free time. 

Perhaps this weekend would be the 
perfect time to get everyone together 
and enjoy a day without the distrac¬ 
tion of social media, text messages, or 
emails. Although you may not be able 
to resist taking some selfies as you 
have a great time together. 

There’s also an article taking a look 


at how you can add a little colour into 
your life with a hanging basket - per¬ 
fect for those who want a splash of 
floral delight in their lives, but per¬ 
haps have limited space to do so. 

And of course, our loyal advertisers 
have some great things for you to see 
and do both this weekend and later 
this year - so be sure to check them 
out too. 

The weather seems likely to disap¬ 
point, but make sure you let plenty of 
sunshine into your life this weekend. 




Seaview and Warden Bay - 


Premier Caravan Parks 


Imagine being able to go away for the weekend just because the 
weather forecast looks good, without having to plan ahead and 
without worrying about the cost? Well, with your own caravan or 
chalet at one of our parks, you could do just that! 

NOW OPEN 10 MONTHS! Contact Caravan Sales 
Holiday Homes from £5,000 NOW 0% FINANCE 

www.seaview-leysdown.co.uk 
01795 510275 info@seaview-leysdown.co.uk 


ecoOievO 

Leysdown-onSea 


Lcfic 
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Bank Holiday Fun 



Creating your own hanging 
baskets is just so ‘satisfying’ 

Doing it yourself opens up a whole range of choices and can let you create 
exactly the sort of baskets you want - just don’t forget to water them regularly... 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


Y OU can buy hanging bas¬ 
kets pretty cheaply these 
days from garden centres, 
but the choice of colour 
and plant is often limited, 
so it’s much more satisfying to do it 
yourself. 

Wire baskets are among the most 
popular, which you can either line 
with sphagnum moss, coconut fibre 
or other eco-friendly made-to-fit ma¬ 
terial with ready-made holes at the 
sides so you can plant into the side of 
the basket as well as out of the top of it. 
I usually add a smaller circle of black 
polythene to the inner base of the lin¬ 
er to reduce water seepage. 

But there are also many pretty 
closed-sided baskets on the market 
which are easier to plant as you only 
have to put plants in the top, and easi¬ 


er to water, but you can’t achieve the 
all-round effect you can with an 
open-sided basket. 

For me, the biggest bugbear about 
hanging baskets is the watering, but 
you can now buy compost which is 
specially formulated for containers, 
incorporating water-retaining agents 
and feed. If you can’t find that and are 
just using annuals in your basket, go 
for multi-purpose compost, adding 
water-retaining granules to the liner 
before the compost, and slow-release 
plant food pellets. 

If you are planting a longer-lasting 
basket with more permanent plants 
such as hostas and heucheras, or ev¬ 
ergreens including skimmias and 
variegated ivies, use John Innes No 2 
compost. 

For open-sided baskets, place the 
basket on top of a bucket, which will 
allow easy access from all sides. Insert 
the liner and press it into position. 
Have your compost in a bucket, so you 



can add your pre-soaked water-re¬ 
taining crystals to it, as well as slow- 
release fertiliser granules, and mix 
thoroughly. 

If you want to plant through the 
sides of the basket and the holes in the 
liner aren’t pre-cut, make cuts in the 
liner for each plant using a knife. 

Add enough compost to the basket 
to level off below the side holes, then 
plant your plants through the holes, 
either from the outside, compressing 
the roots so they will go through the 


holes, or from the inside, carefully 
feeding the shoots through the hole. 

Build up another layer of compost, 
firming those first plants as you go, 
and continue planting. Trailing 
plants such as lobelia, verbena and 
bacopa should be planted around the 
sides and at the edge of the top of the 
basket, while upright plants should be 
placed in the centre. 

While historically hanging baskets 
have incorporated a riot of different 
colours and plant varieties, more re¬ 
cently, people have gone for single va¬ 
rieties. Perhaps that’s because they 
tend to be lower maintenance as the 
same plants will have the same needs 
in terms of watering and feeding. 

If you are planting cherry tomatoes 
such as ‘Hundreds and Thousands’ or 
‘Tumbler’ in a hanging basket, water- 
retaining granules will not be suffi¬ 
cient and you’ll need to water the bas¬ 
ket twice a day in summer and feed 
regularly with tomato plant food. 


May Day fun at the Captain Digby 

Enjoy The May Day Bank Holiday this year with a 
family visit to the Captain Digby. There’s lots of 
activities to keep the kids happy including our indoor 
and outdoor play areas. 

The award winning restaurant is perfect for couples 
and families alike and is one of our most popular 
places to dine all year round. 

Book your table now on line to avoid 
disappointment or call on the number below 

M The Captain Digby Kingsgate 

rD * ^ Broadsfairs, CT10 3QH 

Tel: 01843 867764 
- www.captaindigby.co.uk 


WAGGON 

A^Thale 

Real Ale Festivals 

Join us for a great range of Kent real ales 
& ciders at £3 a pint plus live music & BBQ 

Friday 27th - Monday 30th May 
Friday 23rd - Sunday 25th September 

Live Music throughout our Real Ale Festival 

179 Capstone Road, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7PP 
01634400800 II waggonathale2011@hotmail.co.uk 





Preston 

Garden Centre 



• Great Seasonal Colour • Large Trees and Shrubs 
• Hedging and Screening 

• Coffee Shop • Great Pot Selection 

• Soup Served Daily • Water Plants • Free Wifi 
• Very wheelchair Friendly. ( Hard Paving ) 

• High Rise Privacy Screening Gifts 

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Monday to Saturday - 9.00am to 5pm 
Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm 
All welcome 

Preston, nr Wingham, Canterbury CT3 1ED 
Tel: 01227 722250 www.prestongardencentre.co.uk 
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Let your kids go wild 

New book looks at ways to encourage children out of the 


I NSTEAD of going outside and 
exploring the natural world, 
most modern kids now spend 
the majority of their time in¬ 
doors, staring at a screen. 

But why not combine the two, asks 
expert forager and mum-of-six Fiona 
Bird. 

The author of new book Let Your 
Kids Go Wild Outside, believes there’s 
nothing better for the whole family 
than exploring countryside, woods 
and beaches, and foraging for food. 
But she accepts that technology is 
now part of life, and says it can be a 
great tool for helping wild explorers 
identify and learn about everything 
they find in the natural world. 

“I find it useful to take my iPhone 
down to the beach or into the coun¬ 
tryside to identify things,” she says. 

“Instead of playing on a computer 
game, kids can go outside and discov¬ 
er something, and then find out about 
it with their technology. Get outside, 
and then you can come back and sit 
on the sofa with your iPad. 

“Technology is here to stay and it’s 
incredibly useful. You’re not doing 
any harm by using tech to help you 
find out about the natural world.” 

Bird, 57, divides her time between 
Angus in Scotland and the Outer 


Hebridean Isle of South Uist, where 
her husband is the local doctor. She’s 
a bit of a whizz in the kitchen after 
she’s been foraging for ingredients, 
and was once a MasterChef finalist. 

“I wrote the book because I felt a lot 
of the things I’d done as a child were 
in danger of being forgotten, so I 
thought I’d document them,” she 
says. 

The book is split into chapters for 
various natural habitats, including 
Woods, Meadows, and Seashore, and 
as well as easy-to-understand infor¬ 
mation about conservation guide¬ 
lines and tips on how to forecast the 
weather, Bird teaches young readers 
how to identify different insects, 
plants, fungi and seaweed, and ex¬ 
plains various simple outdoor craft 
projects, including making pot pour- 
ri, leaf bunting or a conker necklace, 
and building a woodland wigwam. 

The book also features My Wild 
Garden and Kitchen, where you can 
find recipes using foraged ingredi¬ 
ents, including wild garlic parcels 
and bilberry and sorrel seed muffins. 

Bird is an experienced forager her¬ 
self, and has written a book about the 
hunt for natural food, The Forager’s 
Kitchen. She explains that while a 
simple walk in the countryside might 



not entice kids out of the house, the 
lure of finding food may just swing it. 

“You might have to frogmarch 
your kids out for a walk, especially if 
the weather’s bad, whereas when you 
go out to forage and you’re poking 
about like hunter gatherers, it be¬ 
comes more of an adventure and you 
lose the concept of time - it’s always 



ICIU5C 




Climb the tower for panoramic 
aspects over the English Channel 
and surrounding countryside. 

Learn how a lighthouse works and 
about the men who used to operate it. 

View the Great Lens and 
the Sector Light. 

Reward yourself or your family with 
a certificate of a successful ascent. 


Adult: £4.00 Child: £2.5(T 
Student: £3.50 
Concession: £3.50 
Family Ticket for £12:00 
2 adults and up to 4 children 
(strictly under 16) 

Under 5's go free 


Open Bonk Holidays and throughout summer - call for details or 
see live news at www.dungenesslighthouse.com 

The Perfect Wedding Venue 

The Old Lighthouse, Dungeness, Romney Marsh, Kent TN29 9NB 
Tel: 01797321300 | email: info@dungenesslighthouse.co.uk 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT ^ 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 

• Blossom and fruiting Trees • New seasons shrubs • Roses 
• Groundcover and Cottage Garden Plants • Herbs 
• Seasonal Bedding £1.80 per tray 
• Plants for Baskets and Tubs £1.40 each 
Summer Baskets available from the end of May 
Basket filling service 
bring your baskets to us now 
to make and grow on - collect them at the end of May 

Opening hours Mon - Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 


Spring Fair 

Monday 2 nd May 

nam - 4 pm 





BHLMCTNT 

FAV EftSM AM * JCtfsT 


£2.00 per person 
including garden 
entry, children 
under 16 go free! 
House tour admission applies 


Belmont House 81 Gardens, Faversham, Kent 
01795 890 202 www.belmont-house.org 
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in the great outdoors 

house and how to get them exploring the natural world... 




the bush a little bit further away that 
might have more exciting things in 
it.” 

Bird says modern society doesn’t 
encourage children to take risks, 
and the result is often that 
parents feel safer with their kids 
sitting inside staring at a screen 
rather than playing outside and 


enjoying the natural world. 

“Some people think they can’t pos¬ 
sibly let their kids go wild because 
they don’t know who they’re going to 
come across and they worry about 
the risk. 

“But I’m not really suggesting that, 
I’m suggesting that an adult makes 
time to do this with the kids, and it’s a 


joint learning opportunity.” 

And the nature enthusiast is keen 
to stress that travelling miles into the 
countryside isn’t necessary for chil¬ 
dren to discover the natural world. 

“You don’t need to spend hours in a 
car, you can do it in your own neigh¬ 
bourhood,” she says. 

“And if you do it in your own back 
yard, it reduces the amount of time a 
parent needs to be involved if 
necessary.” 

She explains that as you often don’t 
see wildlife when you’re in the coun¬ 
tryside, she came up with the idea of 
throwing flour down in the back gar¬ 
den to see how many cats, dogs or 
birds had walked over it. 

“Then take that idea to the coun¬ 
tryside,” she suggests. 

“Get a magnifying glass and a cob¬ 
web, and kids can learn about the 
natural world in their own back gar¬ 
den. You don’t have to go miles out.” 

And the mum, whose children are 
all grown-up, insists that, rather 
than parents just taking young chil¬ 
dren to splash in puddles or go on bug 
hunts, finding out about the wonders 
of the wild is something the whole 
family should do together, whether 
children are young or old. 

“With little kids it’s easy - they 


want to splash in puddles, and they 
do it naturally. But I wanted to get 
families to explore outside together, 
and get older kids out there too. 

“I want to encourage people to get 
outside and see what’s there for them. 
By getting outside too, parents can 
learn what kids need to watch out for, 
as well as what’s good to take back 


and use in the kitchen, or dye with. 

“When you want quality time, get¬ 
ting outside and learning about na¬ 
ture is a huge opportunity for a 
shared learning experience. There’s 
just so much out there.” 

Let Your Kids Go Wild Outside 
is published by Cico Books, 
£12.99. Available now 



U) w m.e a 91 e height s.co.uk 

Open all year round urith dally flying displays f 
[call or &sc lirtbsUc for o{wrung times! J 

Indoor and outdoor animal enclosures! 

Birds of Prey, Huskies, Meerkafs and MORE? 

id prices for 20151 


RA Association 

The Royal Regiment of Artillery 


The Royal Artillery Association has 
branches in all areas of East Kent, 
South London and Mid Kent. 


If you have served with the Royal Artillery or have 
Royal Artillery interests at heart and would like to 
become a member please contact: John Bishop 
on 07803 615160 or email jonbis@mail.com 


it DA-1QJB 


www.theraa.co.uk 


East 



An Audience with Ann 
Widdecombe 

Saturday 11th June 

An evening of stories, anecdotes 
and opinions, taking place at 
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood. 


Belmond British Pullman 
Windsor Day Trip 

Saturday 27th August 

An unforgettable day on board 
the historic train plus entry to Windsor 
Castle, departing exclusively from 
Maidstone East. 


Find out more 
W: www.hokh.org/events 
T: 01622 790195 
E: fundraising@hokh.co.uk 
Celebrating 25 years of compassionate care 

^ Heart of Kent Hospice ^ @Heartofkenthosp 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

£Kent on Sunday 

FOOD&DRINKAWARDS2016 


Headline 

Sponsor 



A L A R I S 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda @ archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 
advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where 9 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Who?. 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

CHv^^isonS| Th is popular 
' category is 
open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 

INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 

This celebrates that 
i l l u m i n a t F. I special food or drink 

__ shop that we all 

treasure. 

The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 

This category has changed from the 
previous Tea Shop of the Year to in¬ 
clude places that also specialise in 
coffee! Tea and coffee shops are an 
integral part of the Kent food and 


drink scene. Who makes the best tea 
and coffees, serves the nicest cakes 
and biscuits and the freshest scones? 
Are the sandwiches freshly cut and 
liberally filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 
forward to hearing your favourites. 

FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

W 

M ASERATI Th ’^ cate 9° r y cela " 

Motorline brates our local P rod ' 
_cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top guality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in¬ 
novations. 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 
know. 

DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 

FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 

IWvs The kev t0 a qood 

1 farmers' market 

K\rrp<kxi^wsiandard Market is not only 

- the range of pro¬ 
duce and the guality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 

zs A good pub these 

CastmJJzManor \ days has to offer 
* " • I more than a warm 

- welcome and excel¬ 
lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 


customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 

RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 

CHEF OF THE YEAR 

The CANTERBURY K ml | 

auction G a lleries I Kent is bless- 

CANTEXBUKY (01227) 763337 I ed With SOme 

outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 

Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


* CANTERBURY 



service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisation 
or establishment that offers fabulous 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service when 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know. 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene that 
is among the most vibrant in the UK - 
as you would expect from the Garden 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with some 
of the final local produce around, the 
county also has a variety of fantastic 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni¬ 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worthy 
winner. 



Exclusive tile collection 


0 Canterbury Baking School 


Learn how to bake at 
our friendly workshops 

in the heart of historic Canterbury, Kent 



Our motto is “100% Bread” - we only ever use a 100% of the grain and never use additives. 
Our aim is to teach you how to bake, learn skills, gain confidence and leave with a good 
understanding of the health benefits of using all natural and fresh ingredients. 


22 The Ness | Canterbury | Kent | CT1 3NL 

Vicky Feldman M 07983 853 526 
E vicky@canterburybakingschool.com 

Using Freshly milled heritage Grains 
As Featured in BBC 2 documentary 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Obama should 
keep out of EU 

I AM by instinct pro American, not 
merely because we share a 
common language, but because so 
many aspects of their political and 
legal system are derived from ours, 
we have a common respect for 
democracy, and we fought side by 
side in the Second World War to 
defeat the evil represented by the 
totalitarian regimes of Germany, 
Italy and Japan. 

However I am deeply disappoint¬ 
ed that their president should see fit 
to interfere in the EU referendum on 
the side of those who wish the UK to 
remain in thrall to Brussels. 

Either President Obama is 
ignorant of the malign effects upon 
our democracy of the transfer of 
power from our elected House of 
Commons to the appointees of the 
European Union or he is deliber¬ 
ately putting the interests of the 
USA above any concern for the 
freedoms of America’s closest ally. 

He should wake up to the fact 
that the ambitions of the EU 
include creating a single state 
which will be a rival to the USA 
and that many continental 
Europeans, particularly among the 
ruling elites, regard his nation 
with hostility. 

He should beware of getting 
what he asks for in that he would 
lose a friend and empower those 
who bear America ill will. 

Colin Bullen, 

Tonbridge 

Boris misjudged 
Obama attack 


CLEVER Boris Johnson who plays 
the buffoon, or is it the other way 
round, shot himself and the leave 
EU campaign in the foot by playing 
the man and not the ball. 

The issue was would Obama pay 
£350 million a week plus unspeci¬ 
fied billions in surcharges, to lose 
half America’s fishing, control of 
it’s laws, borders and destiny, to 
then be run by 27 other countries? 

I don’t think so, only our 
politicians are that stupid. 

And as for the sycophantic Huw 
Edwards, his sucking up interview 
never got anywhere near the point, 
or challenging Obama’s damn 
cheek telling us what to do. 

Why have we nobody with the 
wit and the balls to ask the right 
questions, get to the truth and 
challenge the rubbish spoken by 
politicians just looking to their 
own interests? 

Phil Granger, 

West Mailing 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Never forget peace 
forged by the union 


STRIKING a positive note in the 
European Referendum debate, one 
incalculable benefit is the unique 
period of peace that has existed 
since the foundation of the EU. 

As a result, Britain is far more 
prosperous and I, along with 
countless thousands, have not 
ended my life early in some 
European field as was the lot of so 
many of my predecessors. 

The ‘leave’ campaign claim this 
peace is the result of Nato 
membership, but as so many 
current conflicts prove, military 
action can only, at best, end 
conflict, it cannot bring peace. 
Politicians are needed for that. 

Contrast the results of victory 
after WW1 and WW2. One 
brought the inevitability of 
further war, the other lasting 
peace due to the foresight of the 
politicians no longer wishing to 
punish the German people for 
causing the war, but rather 
integrating so closely the 
economies of Western Europe that 

We need EU out 
of our laws 

HOW did we get to this? Our legal 
system is overshadowed by the 
European Union to which this 
country is one of the highest 
contributors, by way of our 
taxpayers’ money. 

Our laws which have governed 
the UK for centuries, appear 
meaningless, as any legal decision 
can, and often is, questioned and 
indeed overturned by the European 
court. 


war became impossible. 

Whilst the cost of war is so often 
seen as a price worth paying for 
the perceived, if rarely achieved 
outcomes, the inevitable much 
lower cost of peace is too frequently 
resented. Yet investing in peace is 
money well spent not only in lives 
saved but also in greater 
subsequent prosperity for all. 

The fall of the Soviet Union could 
easily have mirrored that of 
Yugoslavia and brought renewed civil 
or international conflict. However the 
prospect of EU membership for so 
many Eastern European countries 
ensured that this did not occur. This 
has enhanced the lives of millions of 
ordinary people by enshrining 
freedom, democracy and basic human 
rights in their everyday lives. I, for one, 
am proud to have contributed and 
continue to contribute through the EU 
to such a transformation in the lives 
and prospects of so many millions of 
fellow human beings. 

Paul Smith 

Canterbury 

Isn’t it time we reclaimed the 
right to govern ourselves, without 
the fear of reprobation for putting 
the interests of our country and 
those of its good citizens first and 
foremost. 

CL Sacre, 

Folkestone 

Live exports not 
enough to Brexit 

THE live exportation of animals in 
bulk as highlighted by Reg Bell 
[KoS, letters, last week], I agree is 


disgusting but Thanet District 
Council’s position to oppose it and 
the £4.6 million EU compensation 
hanging over them should not be 
used as an argument for Brexit. 

It is really very simple; just ignore 
it as many institutions do in Europe 
when they don’t wish to conform. 
Look at the illegal actions in the 
past of the French ferry workers 
when breaking EU laws on many 
occasions. 

The huge issue for Kent on Brexit 
must surely be the loss of the booze 
cruise and having to pay the 
ridiculously high levels of tax on 
wine which France, Spain, Italy et 
al would never tolerate! 

On the other hand, the benefit of 
Brexit to Kent would be that Scotland 
would definitely leave the UK. 

L Frowde, 
Kings Hill 

We foot the bill 
for police error 


THE headline read ‘Police fined 
£80,000 for passing sensitive 
phone data to suspect officer’, [KoS, 
news, last week]. 

Have the police been fined or just 
those paying - in other words the 
Kent ratepayers? 

If the money had come directly 
from police wages of those in 
charge, then the headline would 
have been more accurate! 

Terry Hudson, 
Whitstable 

Union supports 
growth of SMEs 

SMALL businesses have a big stake 
in the outcome of the June 23 
referendum on EU membership. 

Small employers are a bedrock of 
local life and the south east’s 
economy. Almost a million small 
and medium enterprises create 
more than 40 per cent of the 
region’s economic output, and 
employ one in two of its workforce. 

These small firms thrive on the 
market access EU membership 
provides. Exporting to the EU is 
worth almost £20bn a year to 
businesses in the south east. Some 
44 per cent of total UK exports are 
to the EU, and this rises to 51 per 
cent for small firms. 

As an MEP, I am well aware the 
EU is far from perfect. However, the 
EU is a space for new ideas to 
develop. The EU has already 
boosted our environment and our 
small businesses in the south east. 
By voting ‘remain’, we can all build 
a fairer, safer, greener Europe. 

Keith Taylor, 
Green MEP for the south east 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Whitstable huts 


WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 

LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


by Tracy Bishop, 
Maidstone 


SUMMER 2016 


www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 
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FANTASTIC SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C @ 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 


Linesusre open Ssm-TSOpi Mon Fri 8am-4pm Sat BT calls to 0844 cot ftp more than 5p/mm, calls 
from mobiles- usually cost more. Kts: Savings are based on pfAviriprit^ and Direct Debit Is a UK 
only offer. *After your first term print subscription rates contiripit a SAVllllfG of 35% every 6 months : 
by Direct Debit t'i H I ut npt n ntinu £17,99 by annual Direct Debit. Please call +44 (0)1858 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31/12/16 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



\ 


\ 


/ 


Experience the SKODA range at the Motorline 

SKODA MOTABILITY EVENT 


/ 


\ 


\ 


on 7-8 Mag 2016, and receive a free gift 



ffjf? Motability 


9 Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CTZ 7PX 

01227 784333 

# www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


<5 Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

%> 01322 280545 
@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


<3> Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

<t> 01634 377444 

© www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*To qualify for this offer you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement, Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment or Armed Forces 
Independence Payment (AFIP). Nil advance payment applies to SKODA Fabia Hatch S, SE and colour edition models (except SE 1.4 TDI Man and DSG at £95), SKODA Yeti S and SE models (2WD only), and all SKODA Octavia S Hatch models. Available with free 
metallic/special colour paint choices. SKODA Fabia Hatch shown is S 1.0 MPI 60PS. SKODA Octavia Hatch shown is S 1.6 TDI HOPS manual. SKODA Yeti shown is Outdoor SE L 1.2 TSI HOPS manual (from £95 advance payment) with metallic paint. Models 
shown are not UK specification, Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Participating retailers only, Subject to availability. Valid for 
applications to Motability from 1 April 2016 to 30 June 2016. "Free SKODA umbrella OR SKODA Thermos mug for Motability customers that attend the event. Offer only available for weekend of the event. No purchase necessary. Subject to availability. 

Official fuel consumption for the three SKODA models (pictured above) in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 42.2 (6.7) to 64.2 (4.4); Extra Urban 58.9 (4.8) to 83.1 (3.4); Combined 51.4 (5.5) to 74.3 
(3.8). CO 2 emissions for the SKODA range are 128 to 99 g/km, Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. The advertised range is correct 
as of 1 April 2016 and is subject to change. 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





JEEP'S 75TH YEAR: 
heritage founded on 






on 


For many, it’s the original go anywhere car, with 
the battlefield and built into a global brand... 


N OBODY could have predicted the 

consequences of a rather innocuous 
entry amongst many US military 
contract tenders in 1941. 

It wasn’t for an aircraft carrier, a 
new bomber or fighter plane, or even a tank, but 
a relatively humble vehicle needed for ‘light 
reconnaissance’. 

But that little conveyance will have outlasted 
any of the aforementioned possibles: it became 
the legendary Jeep - the original battlefield taxi 
- now celebrating 75 years and conquest of the 
world, including the UK where it was soon taken 
up as wartime transport. 

Some say ‘Jeep’ came from slurring the letters 
GP - military shorthand for General Purpose. 
Others insist it came from American GIs calling 
it ‘Eugene the Jeep’ - a character from the Popeye 
cartoon strip. 

What is clear is a line-up of‘75th Anniversary’ 
limited edition models produced for this special 
year, with Jeep’s newest and smallest model, the 
Renegade (from £26,795) and the middleweight 
Cherokee (£38,945) kicking things off. 

Anniversary versions of the flagship Grand 
Cherokee and classic Wrangler - spiritual 
successor to the original Jeep design - will follow 
later this year with prices yet to be confirmed. 

All anniversary models feature a new livery, 
75th Anniversary badge, low gloss bronze 



wheels, bronze and orange exterior inserts and 
exclusive interiors with all seats (with the 
exception of the Renegade) sporting the 75th 
Anniversary logo in relief. 

Shades of green have been chosen to 
highlight this celebratory line-up - echoing the 
hue that made the brand famous - but other 
colours are offered on anniversary models too, 


which also come highly specc’d. 

For instance, the popular Renegade’s 75th 
Anniversary edition comes in Jungle Green 
with 170bhp 1.4-litre turbo petrol or 140bhp 
2.0-litre diesel engine, four-wheel drive, 
18-inch wheels, exclusive MySky sunroof with 
removable panels, bronze-coloured fog lamp 
bezels, roof rails, and bespoke cloth seating. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending May 1,2016 55 
















































Model shown Jeep Renegade 2.0 MULTIJET 140hp Longitude 4WD at £24,495 including Special Pastel Paint at £600. OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE RANGE MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 47.9 (5.91 - 70.6 
(4.0), URBAN 32.5 (8.7) - 55.4 (5.1), COMBINED 40.9 (6.9) - 64.2 (4.4), CO? EMISSIONS: 160 - 115 G/KM. Fuel consumption and CO z figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. *Customer 

deposit is £5,845. Jeep Deposit is £1,500. Total Deposit £7,345. Optional Final Payment is £12,573. Contract Term is 24 months. Promotion available on Jeep Renegade 2.0 MultiJet 140hp Longitude 4WD at £24,495 including Special Pastel Paint registered between 1st April and 30th June 2016. Jeep Deposit Contribution only available in 
conjunction with Jeep Horizon PCP. With Jeep Horizon you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 9p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees 
may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. Jeep Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough, SL10RW. Jeep® is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC. 
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Hyundai raises Arizona... again 


Arizona city name restored as Korean brand seeks to build on ix35 SUV’s 
consistent sales success for Hyundai UK writes Steve Loader... 



H yundai axed the 

Tucson SUV in 2009, as 
it sought yet more 
distance between its 
former value brand 
stance and a new found premium 
ambition. 

Its replacement crossover/mid-size 
SUV was the acclaimed ix35. The 
newcomer’s styling might have 
lacked cohesion, but the leap in 
quality and refinement had Kent 
Hyundai dealers struggling to meet 
demand. 

The ix35 went on to remain one of 
the Korean brand’s UK best sellers, 
only to get the chop itself last year in 
favour of the re-born Tucson (from 
£18,695). 

Why? Well, the bigger Santa Fe has 
been a huge global success for 
Hyundai and the company would be 
nuts to rename that as an ix model, 
so it looks like continuity had to be 
satisfied by re-introducing the 
Tucson nameplate. 

As ever with the Koreans, and 
sweeping aside any suggestions of a 
return to its old namesake’s cheap 
and cheerful approach, the new 
model marks a revolution over the 
ix35, let alone the original Tucson. 

This starts with looks drawing 
heavily on the chunky yet handsome 
Santa Fe, including a classy slatted 


grille, with headlamps neatly butting 
up to its shoulders. 

The Santa Fe influence is also clear 
from the stylish yet robust interior, 
spacious passenger accommodation 
and decent-size boot (513 litres) plus 
generous full ‘rear seats down’ cargo 
area (1,503 litres) trumping another 
newly-launched rival, the Renault 
Kadjar. 


Don’t scoff at the flagship model’s 
£32,345 price tag either; the ix35 set 
a precedent for Hyundai buyers 
trading up to premium variants in 
the range. 

As with the ix35, new Tucson 
customers have a choice of front- 
wheel drive and 4x4 models, and 
petrol and diesel engines, though the 
former seem pretty pointless when 


their diesel equivalents are so 
superior in refinement and economy, 
albeit for a £1,500 premium - the 1.7 
diesel unit tested here is the runaway 
favourite power option with buyers. 

But can it compete is such a crowd¬ 
ed crossover/midi-SUV market with 
such refined examples as the second 
generation Nissan Qashqai and VW 
Tiguan, or Mazda’s impressive CX-5? 


Hyundai Tucson SE 
Nav 1.7 CRDi 


Price: 

from £22,795 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Mazda CX-5 


It’s not only a resounding ‘yes’, but 
I’d buy one myself. The test car 
showed a balance of refinement and 
driving pleasure beyond so-called 
premium models even higher 
upmarket than the worthies 
mentioned earlier. It can also hack it 
off-road - as our pictures show. 

And despite Hyundai’s efforts to 
divorce itself from being a value 
brand, it remains cracking good 
value, but with a badge that deserves 
to be seen as mainstream/premium. 
Indeed, it‘s clear Hyundai and sister 
brand Kia develop new models by 
benchmarking against equivalents 
by VW, the classic exponent of 
mainstream/premium. 

But there’s icing on the cake too 
with arguably the finest all-round 
warranty on the market: five years 
and unlimited mileage. 



Test Drive tl 


Great business deals on paper. 


I All-Flew Tucson SE Raw 
1.7 CRDi Blue Drive 


Inp 1 ng/%m I !.! * ran ■' h. I V< 

Loq*nd cyjf to Ifl tl.T WCi 


£201 per month 
With £1.206 Initial 
Payment [plus VATJ 


Motorline Hyundai - Canterbury 

Units 2b & 2c Westminster Read, CANTERBURY, Kent, CT1 1YY 
www. hyundai. ce. uk/dealer/meterline-canterbury 
Canterbury B1227 B17 555 


IVIntnrline Hyundai - Maidstone 

Birchelt Read, Parkwood, MAIB5TBNE, Kent, ME15 9XY 
www. hyundai. co. uk/dealer/motorline-maidstone 
Maidstone B1522 524B7B 


hew THinKinG. 
HYUnPRI new POSSIBILITIES. 
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i Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.ui< 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales Executive based in Ashford to support 
and increase business in our publications in print and online as we continue to grow. We are 
looking for an ambitious person to join our successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate 
individual who is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to communicate , 
well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, well show you 
how to develop first class solutions for our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and 
present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 

In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of 5k. The exceptional 
benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
(after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and want to be 
part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 

To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/ vacancies 

or email: 

employment@archant.co.uk 



& Kent on Sunday 

Kent Life 


CANTERBURY: 28-29 MAY (also 17-18 SEPT) 
ROCHESTER: 11-12 JUNE (also 1-2 OCT) 
FOLKESTONE: 25-26 JUNE 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 


PHLEBOTOMIST 



TWO DAY 
COURSE 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
AWARD 

ACCREDITED QUALIFICATION 

ALLIED HEALTHCARE 
CAREER PATH 

LIMITED PLACES 

For more info or to book online: 


oi 5257 i 3377 www.geopace.com 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries • Clinics 
Private Sector - Community - MOD - Overseas 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


Geopace 

Training 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Miss Samantha Johnson trading as Milbrooke Ltd of 
4 York Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 7QS is applying 
to change an existing licence as follows 
To add an operating centre to keep 6 goods vehicles 
and 0 trailers at Riverview, Knight Road, Strood, 
Rochester, Kent ME2 2AU. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 

jobs 24.co.ui< 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 




Leisure 




Business 


Digital Edition 






ENJOY MORE FROM 
YOUR WEEKLY 

Kent on Sunday 


Download the Kent News app to discover the digital 
newspaper edition, latest news, sport, business and leisure 
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Sport 

Stevens showing 
no sign of slowing 

The all-rounder turns 40 ahead of Glamorgan’s visit to Kent 


Cricket 


By Mark Pennell 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


KENT all-rounder Darren Stevens 
still feels as fresh as every despite cel¬ 
ebrating his 40th birthday on the eve 
of his side’s first home county cham¬ 
pionship game against Glamorgan. 

Stevens has been honoured with a 
benefit year as a way of recognising 
his service to the club since joining in 
2005 after a decade honing his skills 
with his local club Leicestershire. 

Speaking ahead of Sunday’s clash, 
he said: “It’s been a busy start to the 
summer what with playing and kick¬ 
ing off my benefit, but it’s all been a 
pleasant distraction. 

“We had 320-odd sit down at my 
benefit launch lunch, and then we 
sold out with 25 teams at my first golf 
day. 

“I was chuffed to bits with the 
launch and after 12 years with the 
club I guess I can now officially call 
myself a Man of Kent. 

“It couldn’t have gone much better 
so far and all the brilliant help I’ve re¬ 
ceived means I’ve been left to get on 
with my cricket, which is my job after 
all. 

“I scored a couple of 60s in the 
opening two pre-season games but 
was on the wrong end of a couple of 
stinking leg before decisions after 
that. But, like the rest of the lads have 
said, I just hope that’s my couple for 
the season.” 

And Stevens, who hit his champi¬ 
onship career best of 208 against Gla¬ 
morgan at Canterbury in his first sea¬ 
son with his adopted county, will be 
hoping to mark his special birthday 
with another landmark contribution. 



VETERAN: Darren Stevens 

“I’ve got a pretty good record 
against the Welsh and it’s the first 
home game of my benefit too, so 
it’d be nice if I could do something 
to remember the game by,” he 
added. 

Earlier in the week, the loss of the 
best part of two days to the weather 



Pictures: ADYKERRY 

made a positive result between Kent 
and Leicestershire almost impossible 
to obtain, but having been bowled all 
out for just 264 in the first innings, 
captain Sam Northeast would proba¬ 
bly have been grateful for a draw as 
play drew to a close on Wednesday 
evening. 



Dartford triumph in Kent Senior Cup final 


Football 


DARTFORD lifted the Kent Senior 
Cup on Tuesday night following a 
dramatic 3-1 win over Champion¬ 
ship side Charlton Athletic. 

Boss Tony Burman made four 
changes from their league game 
against Oxford City at the weekend. 

In came Keaton Wood, Tom 
Bradbrook, Barry Cogan and Kaka 
Dembele for Paul Lorraine, Andy 
Pugh, Nathan Ferguson and Danny 
Harris. 

The hosts took the lead after 20 
minutes at Princes Park when 
Charlton failed to clear Barry 
Cogan’s corner from the left and 
Elliot Bradbrook hooked an excellent 
half-volley into the top corner for his 
18th goal of the season. 



BOSS: Tony Burman 


But the Addicks were level within 
nine minutes when Brandon Hanlon 
got beyond Keaton Wood too easily 


down the Charlton left and his low 
cross was spilled following a collision 
between goalkeeper and defender, 
and Josh Umerah fired the loose ball 
into the net. 

The game meandered towards 
half-time after that, and the second 
half was equally pedestrian with 
both sides perhaps not wanting to 
gamble too much. 

But Dartford regained the lead 
with a quarter of an hour remaining, 
as Ronnie Vint bundled home from 
close range following a corner from 
the left. 

Just three minutes later, they 
scored again after a blistering 
counter-attacking move, this time 
through academy striker Ben 
Francis, who grabbed only his 
second senior goal for the club to 
secure a famous victory. 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Hawkins knocked out 
in classic at Crucible 


DITTON potter Barry Hawkins came 
agonisingly close to pulling off one of the 
greatest comebacks in snooker history on 
Thursday, but was ultimately knocked out 
of the world championships in Sheffield. 

9-1 down at one stage, he won eight of 
the subsequent nine frames to help claw 
the deficit back to 10-9 in an epic quarter¬ 
final with Marco Fu at the Crucible. 

Fu then roared into a comfortable lead 
and should have wrapped it up comfort¬ 
ably, but let the player who turned 37 last 
weekend, back into the match, which was 
finely poised at 12-11. 

However, a nerveless break of 74 from 
Fu in the 24th frame - in response to a 60 
from Hawkins - saw him home and into 
the semi-finals. 

Having beaten old foe Ronnie O’Sullivan 
in the previous round, though, Hawkins 
will take pride from the tournament, and 
clearly made good on his promise of 
learning from mistakes, which he told KoS 
after being thrashed 10-1 in the Masters at 
Alexandra Palace in January. 



GUTTED: Barry Hawkins 



WINNER: Amelia Henley 


European triumph for 
Sittingbourne squash 


A FORMER Sittingbourne squash 
player has won the U19 European 
Championships in Switzerland 
without dropping a single game. 

Amelia Henley joined the squad at 
Wycliffe school in Gloucestershire in 
September 2014 after leaving 
Highsted Grammar school when 
already the British U17 champion. 

Under the school’s renowned 
squash coaching she retained that 


title in the first year and went on to 
compete with the best juniors in the 
world. 

Henley, who used to train at 
Rodmersham squash club, beat the 
number one ranked European player 
from Belgium 3-0, reversing her loss 
from last year’s event. 

Now she looks forward to the 
World Junior Championships held in 
Poland this summer. 


Diving sisters making a splash 


TWO Bromley sisters have each 
achieving podium finishes at a 
national diving championship event. 

Florence Smith, 14, and her sister, 
Evie recently competed at the British 
Junior Elites Diving Championships 
in Plymouth and both came away 
with medals for their efforts. 

Evie, who has only just turned 11, 
and is currently in the England 
talent zone squad, dived up an age 


group, and won gold in the synchro 
event with her team mate Callie 
Eaglestone. 

She then went on to win two 
bronze medals on the lm and 3m 
spring board event. 

Older sister Florence, meanwhile, 
won a silver in the high platform and 
has qualified and been selected to 
dive for Great Britain in the Junior 
Europeans Diving Championships. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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“SCOTLAND’S ANSWER TO GAME OF THRONES.” 


DAILY RECORD 
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THE NATIONAL THEATRE AND THE NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND’S 

The James Plays 

A thrilling theatrical experience. 


fe er than ' 

Shakespeare. 

t J 

he telegraph 


THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 


FRI 20 & SAT 21 MAY 


marlowetheatre.com 


(bkg fee) 


01227 787787 


(bkg fee) 
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